LESSON 1

Sabbath

The sONSHIP OF cHRIST
The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the
Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He
was the commander of the heavenly intelligences,
and the adoring homage of the angels was received
by him as his right. This was no robbery of God. "The
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way," he
declares, "before his works of old. I was set up from
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.
When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when
there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was
I brought forth; while as yet he had not made the earth,
nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the
world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there:
when he set a compass upon the face of the depth."
RH, April 5, 1906
The Word existed as a divine being, even as the eternal Son of God, in union and oneness with his Father. From everlasting he was the Mediator of the
covenant, the one in whom all nations of the earth,
both Jews and Gentiles, if thy accepted him, were to
be blessed. “The Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” Before men or angels were created, the
Word was with God, and was God. RH, April 5, 1906
LESSON STUDY RECORD
Sunday

Wednesday

Monday

Thursday

Tuesday

Friday
1

The Sonship of Christ

LESSON 1

Sunday

PART 1: IN THE BEGINNING HE WAS “THE SON.”
“The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works
of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the
earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there
were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were
settled, before the hills was I brought forth….” Prov. 8:22-25
“A special light beamed in his countenance, and shone around him brighter and
more beautiful than around the other angels; yet Jesus, God's dear Son, had the
pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was one with the Father before the
angels were created. Satan was envious of Christ, and in his ambition assumed
command which devolved on Christ alone...After the earth was created, and the
beasts upon it, the Father and Son carried out their purpose, which was designed
before the fall of Satan, to make man in their own image. They had wrought together in the creation of the earth and every living thing upon it. And now God says
to his Son, "Let us make man in our image." Reveiw & Herald Jan.9, 1879

The Jews that sought to kill Christ, claimed to be God’s children.What
striking comment did Jesus make to them? Jn 8:42
“All things proceed ultimately from God, the Father; even Christ Himself proceeded and came forth from the Father, but it has pleased the Father that in Him
should all fullness dwell, and that He should be the direct, immediate Agent in
every act of creation.“ (E.J. Waggoner 1890, Christ and his righteousness p.19)

Jesus testified that he existed before he came to earth!
“Who is Christ?—He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the
Father as a word that expresses the thought,—as a thought made audible. Christ
is the word of God. Christ said to Philip, “He that hath seen me, hath seen the
Father.” His words were the echo of God’s words. Christ was the likeness of God,
the brightness of His glory, the express image of His person. As a personal being,
God has revealed Himself in His Son. Jesus, the outshining of the Father’s glory,
“and the express image of his person” (Hebrews 1:3), was on earth found in fashion as a man.” Sons and Daughters 21
“Again the priests and rabbis cried out against Jesus as a blasphemer. His
claim to be one with God had before stirred them to take His life, and a few months
later they plainly declared, "For a good work we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou, being a man, makest Thyself God." John 10:33.
Because He was, and avowed Himself to be, the Son of God, they were bent on
destroying Him. Now many of the people, siding with the priests and rabbis, took
up stones to cast at Him.” The Desires of Ages p.470

KEY
THOUGHT

Before anything existed, Jesus came forth from God,
as his only begotten Son!
2

The Sonship of Christ

LESSON 1

Monday

Part 2: AT THE TIME OF THE REBELLION HE WAS “THE SON.”
“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heaven.” Rev. 12:7-8
Who is Michael? Dan. 10:13&21
“What great honor is shown to Daniel by the Majesty of heaven! He comforts His
trembling servant and assures him that his prayer has been heard in heaven. In
answer to that fervent petition the angel Gabriel was sent to affect the heart of the
Persian king. The monarch had resisted the impressions of the Spirit of God during
the three weeks while Daniel was fasting and praying, but heaven's Prince, the
Archangel, Michael, was sent to turn the heart of the stubborn king to take some
decided action to answer the prayer of Daniel.” The Sanctified Life p.51
The very name “Michael” is weighted with meaning and is very instructive. The
word means literally, “He who is like God.” In every reasonable approach to comprehension it is as plain as day that if a person is like another person, then he
cannot be the same person that he is like. The word “like” signifies that they are
similar, but not the same. The very relationship which we find between fathers and
sons.

What was the root reason for Satan’s rebellion?
“It was the highest crime to rebel against the government of God. All heaven
seemed in commotion. The angels were marshaled in companies, each division
with a higher commanding angel at its head. Satan was warring against the law of
God, because ambitious to exalt himself and unwilling to submit to the authority of
God’s Son, heaven’s great commander.” Story of Redemption p.17
“All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father, to have
each case determined. Satan unblushingly made known his dissatisfaction that
Christ should be preferred before Him. He stood up proudly and urged that he
should be equal with God and should be taken into conference with the Father and
understand His purposes. God informed Satan, that to His Son alone He would
reveal His secret purposes.....” Story of Redemption p.18.

What prerogative of God and Christ did Satan envy? Isa 14:12-14
“ Lucifer was enshrouded with glory as the covering cherub. Yet this angel whom
God had created, and entrusted with power, became desirous of being as God. He
gained the sympathy of some of his associates by suggesting thoughts of criticism
regarding the government of God.” S.D.A. Bible commentary Vol.4 p.1143

KEY
THOUGHT

The rebellion of Lucifer in heaven was because of the
privilege Christ enjoyed as the Son of God.
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Tuesday

Part 3: AT THE TIME OF CREATION HE WAS “THE SON.”
“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.... For it pleased
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell” Col. 1:16-19
“The Father and the Son engaged in the mighty, wondrous work they had contemplated, of creating the world. The earth came forth from the hand of the Creator
exceedingly beautiful. There were mountains and hills and plains; and interspersed
among them were rivers and other bodies of water......Its surface was diversified
with hills and mountains......The waters were regularly dispersed. The hills, mountains, and very beautiful plains, were adorned with plants and flowers, and tall,
majestic trees of every description, which were many times larger, and much more
beautiful, than trees now are. The air was pure and healthful, and the earth seemed
like a noble palace. Angels beheld and rejoiced at the wonderful and beautiful
works of God.” Signs Of The Times, January 9, 1879

According to this passage of scripture there was more than one person involved in the creation of the world, who were they? Gen.1:26
“After the earth was created, and the beasts upon it, the Father and Son carried
out their purpose, which was designed before the fall of Satan, to make man in
their own image. They had wrought together in the creation of the earth and every
living thing upon it. And now God says to his Son, "Let us make man in our image."
Signs Of The Times Jan. 9,1879

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made.” Jn. 1:1-3
“Christ left His position in the heavenly courts, and came to this earth to live the
life of human beings. This sacrifice He made in order to show that Satan's charge
against God is false--that it is possible for man to obey the laws of God's kingdom.
Equal with the Father, honored and adored by the angels, in our behalf Christ
humbled Himself, and came to this earth to live a life of lowliness and poverty--to
be a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Yet the stamp of divinity was upon
His humanity. He came as a divine Teacher, to uplift human beings, to increase
their physical, mental, and spiritual efficiency.”
S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol.5
p.1129.

KEY
THOUGHT

The Father and His Son were both engaged in the work
of creating a place and home for man.
4

The Sonship of Christ

LESSON 1

Wednesday

Part 4: THE FATHER SENT HIS SON INTO THE WORLD
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him. 1Jn 4:9
“ Christ came to manifest the love of God to the world, to draw the hearts of all
men to Himself. He said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
unto me" (John 12:32). The first step toward salvation is to respond to the drawing
of the love of Christ. “ 1Selected Messages p.323
“Though all heaven has been poured out in one rich gift--for when God gave His
Son, He gave the choicest gift of heaven, and the treasures of heaven are at our
command--yet to the repenting soul the enemy will seek to represent God as stern
and inexorable, unwilling to pardon the transgressor.” 1Selected Messages p. 324

More than once in Christ’s life on earth, his Father spake audibly from
heaven, what was His declaration? Matt.3 :17, 17:5
“At the baptism and at the transfiguration the voice of God had been heard
proclaiming Christ as His Son. Again, just before Christ's betrayal, the Father had
spoken, witnessing to His divinity.” Desires Of Ages p.746
For this work He left the heavenly courts. He said of Himself, "For this cause
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth." The truth came
from His lips with freshness and power, as a new revelation. He was the way, the
truth, and the life. His life, given for this sinful world, was full of earnestness and
momentous results; for His work was to save perishing souls. He came forth to be
the True Light, shining amid the moral darkness of superstition and error, and was
announced by a voice from heaven, proclaiming, "This is My beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased." And at His transfiguration this voice from heaven was again
heard, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." Fundamental Of Christian Education p.405
“The apostle was well qualified to speak of the purposes of God concerning the
human race; for during the earthly ministry of Christ he had seen and heard much
that pertained to the kingdom of God. "We have not followed cunningly devised
fables," he reminded the believers, "when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For He
received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to
him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the
holy mount." Reflecting Christ p.221.

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus was the Son of God before he was born in this
world!
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Part 5: HE BECAME THE SON OF GOD IN A NEW SENSE
“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.” Luke 1:35
“Christ brought men and women power to overcome. He came to this world in
human form, to live a man amongst men. He assumed the liabilities of human
nature, to be proved and tried. In His humanity He was a partaker of the divine
nature. In His incarnation He gained in a new sense the title of the Son of
God......While the Son of a human being, He became the Son of God in a new
sense. Thus He stood in our world—the Son of God, yet allied by birth to the
human race. . . . From all eternity Christ was united with the Father, and when He
took upon Himself human nature, He was still one with God. He is the link that
unites God with humanity” Signs Of The Times Aug. 2, 1905.

Why did Christ become human? Heb. 2:9
“The plan by which alone man's salvation could be secured, involved all heaven
in its infinite sacrifice. The angels could not rejoice as Christ opened before them
the plan of redemption, for they saw that man's salvation must cost their loved
Commander unutterable woe. In grief and wonder they listened to His words as He
told them how He must descend from heaven's purity and peace, its joy and glory
and immortal life, and come in contact with the degradation of earth, to endure its
sorrow, shame, and death. All this would be necessary in order that He might be
able to succor them that should be tempted. Hebrews 2:18. When His mission as
a teacher should be ended, He must be delivered into the hands of wicked men
and be subjected to every insult and torture that Satan could inspire them to inflict.
He must die the cruelest of deaths, lifted up between the heavens and the earth as
a guilty sinner. He must pass long hours of agony so terrible that angels could not
look upon it, but would veil their faces from the sight. He must endure anguish of
soul, the hiding of His Father's face, while the guilt of transgression--the weight of
the sins of the whole world--should be upon Him.” Patriachs And Prophets p.64
“The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander and offered
to become a sacrifice for man. But an angel's life could not pay the debt; only He
who created man had power to redeem him. Yet the angels were to have a part to
act in the plan of redemption. Christ was to be made "a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death." Hebrews 2:9. As He should take human nature upon
Him, His strength would not be equal to theirs, and they were to minister to Him, to
strengthen and soothe Him under His sufferings.” Patriachs and Prophets p.6465

KEY
THOUGHT

At his birth into the world, Jesus became the Son of
God again, but this time to reveal the love of the Father
to a lost world.
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Part 6: HE HAS GIVEN US THE PRIVILEGE TO BECOME SONS
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty.” 2Cor. 6:17-18
“The condition of being received into the Lord's family is coming out from the
world, separating from all its contaminating influences. The people of God are to
have no connection with idolatry in any of its forms. They are to reach a higher
standard. We are to be distinguished from the world, and then God says, "I will
receive you as members of My royal family, children of the heavenly King." As
believers in the truth we are to be distinct in practice from sin and sinners. Our
citizenship is in heaven. We should realize more clearly the value of the promises
God has made to us, and appreciate more deeply the honor He has given us. God
can bestow no higher honor upon mortals than to adopt them into His family, giving
them the privilege of calling Him Father. There is no degradation in becoming
children of God.” Fundamental Of Christian Education p.481

What great privilege can redeemed man enjoy, that the angels cannot? 1Jn 3:1-2
“What love, what matchless love, that, sinners and aliens as we are, we may be
brought back to God and adopted into His family! We may address Him by the
endearing name, "Our Father," which is a sign of our affection for Him and a pledge
of His tender regard and relationship to us. And the Son of God, beholding the
heirs of grace, "is not ashamed to call them brethren." They have even a more
sacred relationship to God than have the angels who have never fallen......In all
His children God beholds the image of His only-begotten Son. He looks upon them
with a love greater than any language can express. He enfolds them in the arms of
His love. The Lord rejoices over His people.He has redeemed us out of the careless world and has chosen us to become members of the royal family, sons and
daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us to trust in Him with a trust deeper
and stronger than that of a child in his earthly father. God is to us a tender, compassionate, heavenly Father.” My Life Today p.289
“Henceforth you are not your own; you are brought with a price. "Ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, . . . but with the precious
blood of Christ. . . ." 1 Peter 1:18, 19. Through this simple act of believing God, the
Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child born into the
family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.” The Faith I Live By p.19

KEY
THOUGHT

The Son of God has made the provision for us fallen,
sinful man to be redeemed into the family of his Father
at a more exalted position than that of angels.
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Sabbath

The God-man
That God should thus be manifest in the flesh is
indeed a mystery; and without the help of the Holy
Spirit we cannot hope to comprehend this subject.
The most humbling lesson that man has to learn is
the nothingness of human wisdom, and the folly of
trying, by his own unaided efforts, to find out God. He
may exert his intellectual powers to the utmost, he
may have what the world calls a superior education,
yet he may still be ignorant in God’s eyes. The ancient philosophers boasted of their wisdom; but how
did it weigh in the scale with God? Solomon had great
learning; but his wisdom was foolishness; for he did
not know how to stand in moral independence, free
from sin, in the strength of a character molded after
the divine similitude. Solomon has told us the result
of his research, his painstaking efforts, his persevering inquiry. He pronounces his wisdom altogether
vanity. By wisdom the world knew not God. Their
estimation of the divine character, their imperfect
knowledge of His attributes, did not enlarge and expand their mental conception. Their minds were not
ennobled in conformity to the divine will, but they
plunged into the grossest idolatry. “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things” (Rom. 1:22, 23). This is
the worth of all requirements and knowledge apart
from Christ. 1SM 249
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PART 1: GOD AND MAN
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth. Jn 1:14
“Was the human nature of the Son of Mary changed into the divine nature of the
Son of God? No; the two natures were mysteriously blended in one person—the
man Christ Jesus……. This is a great mystery, a mystery that will not be fully,
completely understood in all its greatness until the translation of the redeemed
shall take place. Then the power and greatness and efficacy of the gift of God to
man will be understood. But the enemy is determined that this gift shall be so
mystified that it will become as nothingness.” (Letter 280, 1904). S.D.A. Bible
CommentaryVol.5 p.1113

The make-up of a being is twofold, body and Spirit, the Spirit being
the real identity and the body the home or house in which the Spirit
lives! See 2Cor 5:1, 1Cor 6:19
“The apostle would call our attention from ourselves to the Author of our salvation. He presents before us His two natures, divine and human. Here is the description of the divine: “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God.” He was “the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person.” Now, of the human: He “was made in the likeness of men: and being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death.”.....
He clothed His divinity with humanity. He was all the while as God, but He did not
appear as God. He veiled the demonstrations of Deity, which had commanded the
homage, and called forth the admiration, of the universe of God. He was God while
upon earth, but He divested Himself of the form of God, and in its stead took the
form and fashion of a man......He was God, but the glories of the form of God He for
a while relinquished. Though He walked among men in poverty, scattering His
blessings wherever He went, at His word legions of angels would surround their
Redeemer, and do Him homage. But He walked the earth unrecognized, unconfessed, with but few exceptions, by His creatures.”
S.D.A. Bible Commentary
Vol.5 p.1126
“Our personal identity is preserved in the resurrection, though not the same
particles of matter or material substance as went into the grave. The wondrous
works of God are a mystery to man. The spirit, the character of man, is returned to
God, there to be preserved. In the resurrection every man will have his own character. God in His own time will call forth the dead, giving again the breath of life,
and bidding the dry bones live. The same form will come forth, but it will be free
from disease and every defect. It lives again bearing the same individuality of
features, so that friend will recognize friend.” Maranatha p.301.

KEY
THOUGHT

The Man Christ Jesus walked this earth as God in human flesh. His Spirit was divine and his body human.
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Part 2: THE REPRESENTATIVE OF GOD
No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. Jn 1:18
“All that man needs to know or can know of God has been revealed in the life
and character of His Son........Taking humanity upon Him, Christ came to be one
with humanity and at the same time to reveal our heavenly Father to sinful human
beings. He was in all things made like unto His brethren. He became flesh, even as
we are. He was hungry and thirsty and weary. He was sustained by food and
refreshed by sleep. He shared the lot of men, and yet He was the blameless Son of
God. He was a stranger and sojourner on the earth--in the world, but not of the
world; tempted and tried as men and women today are tempted and tried, yet living
a life free from sin.” Testimonies for The Church Vol.8 p.286

What was the testimony of Jesus himself? Jn 8:42
“The Eternal Father, the unchangeable one, gave his only begotten Son, tore
from his bosom Him who was made in the express image of his person, and sent
him down to earth to reveal how greatly he loved mankind. He is willing to do more,
"more than we can ask or think." An inspired writer asks a question which should
sink deep into every heart: "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?" Reveiw and
Herald July 9, 1895
“And when we realize that the Heavenly Father gave his Son to assume humanity, to lift up the fallen race, we will be ready to praise him.”
Reveiw and
Herald, June 10, 1890
“What does that say to us? ‘This is my beloved Son in whom I’m well pleased.’
It says to you, I, God, have sent my Son into your world, and through him is
opened all heaven to fallen man.” (Sabbath Talk, Oct. 20, 1888) 1888 Materials pg.
124 pr.5

What quality was given to Christ as God’s representative? Jn 5:26
“It is not physical life that is here specified, but immortality, the life which is
exclusively the property of God. The Word, who was with God, and who was God,
had this life. Physical life is something which each individual receives. It is not
eternal or immortal; for God, the Life-giver, takes it again.....But the life of Christ
was unborrowed. No one can take this life from Him.....In Him was life, original,
unborrowed, underived. This life is not inherent in man. He can possess it only
through Christ.” Mar p.302

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus the Son of God came to this earth to show to fallen
man who his Father is and what he is like.
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Part 3: HE DID NOTHING ON HIS OWN
I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment
is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father
which hath sent me. Jn 5:30
“The holy life and character of Christ is a faithful example. His confidence in His
heavenly Father was unlimited. His obedience and submission were unreserved
and perfect. He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister to others. He came
not to do His own will, but the will of Him that sent Him. In all things He submitted
Himself to Him that judgeth righteously. From the lips of the Saviour of the world
were heard these words: "I can of Mine own self do nothing." Testimonies For The
Church Vol.3 p.106

What example has Christ left his followers? 1Jn 3:16
“Christ came to do His Father's will. Are we following in His steps? All who have
named the name of Christ should be constantly seeking for a more intimate acquaintance with Him, that they may walk even as He walked, and do the works of
Christ. We should appropriate the lessons of His life to our lives. Christ "gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works."........ Here is the work of self-denial upon
which we must enter with cheerfulness, in imitation of the example of our Redeemer. The Christian's life must be one of conflict and of sacrifice. The path of
duty should be followed, not the path of inclination and choice.” Testimonies For
The Church Vol. 3 p.538

This state was experienced by the early believers and will be also seen
by us in the last days!
“This was the spirit that pervaded the early church. After the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, "the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul:
neither said any of them that aught of the things which he possessed was his own."
"Neither was there any among them that lacked." "And with great power gave the
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon
them all." Acts 4:32, 34, 33. Desires Of Ages p.551
“All were to share in this work of imparting of their carnal things to those who
ministered unto them in spiritual things. They were also taught that the widows and
fatherless had a claim upon their charity. Pure and undefiled religion is defined, to
visit the widows and fatherless in their affliction, and to keep unspotted from the
world. I saw it was not merely to sympathize with them in their affliction by comforting words, but to aid them, if needy, with their substance.” Spiritual Gifts Vol.2
p.230-231

KEY
THOUGHT

All the works of Christ was given to him by his Father,
he always sought the Father’s will, and we as his children should do the same.
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Part 4: HE DIRECTED ATTENTION TO HIS FATHER
For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of
him that sent me. Jn 6:38
“The obedience of Christ to His Father was the same obedience that is required
of man. Man cannot overcome Satan’s temptations without divine power to combine with his instrumentality. So with Jesus Christ; He could lay hold of divine
power. He came not to our world to give the obedience of a lesser God to a greater,
but as a man to obey God’s holy law, and in this way He is our example. The Lord
Jesus came to our world, not to reveal what a God could do, but what a man could
do, through faith in God’s power to help in every emergency. Man is, through faith,
to be a partaker in the divine nature, and to overcome every temptation wherewith
he is beset.” Bible Commentaries Vol. 7 p.929

What is the promise given to those who trust in God? Isa. 26:3
“In the heart of Christ, where reigned perfect harmony with God, there was perfect peace. He was never elated by applause, nor dejected by censure or disappointment. Amid the greatest opposition and the most cruel treatment, He was still
of good courage. But many who profess to be His followers have an anxious,
troubled heart, because they are afraid to trust themselves with God. They do not
make a complete surrender to Him; for they shrink from the consequences that
such a surrender may involve. Unless they do make this surrender, they cannot
find peace. It is the love of self that brings unrest. When we are born from above,
the same mind will be in us that was in Jesus, the mind that led Him to humble
Himself that we might be saved. Then we shall not be seeking the highest place.
We shall desire to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him. We shall understand
that the value of our work does not consist in making a show and noise in the
world, and in being active and zealous in our own strength. The value of our work
is in proportion to the impartation of the Holy Spirit. Trust in God brings holier
qualities of mind, so that in patience we may possess our souls.” Desires Of Ages
p.330-1

In our efforts to tell others of our faith, do we focus on our church and
our fellowship or do we point them to Christ?
“The work of every ambassador of Christ is to bear witness to the light. He is not
to take Christ's place, but to reveal Christ to the world, to show forth the praises of
Him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. God has sent his
ministers out as his standard-bearers. They are to point to Jesus who taketh away
the sin of the world.” The Ellen G White 1888 Materials p.673.

KEY
THOUGHT

In his ministry on earth Jesus made it known to all that
he was doing the work of his Father.
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Part 5: HIS POWER CAME FROM THE FATHER
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Matt 28:18
“Think of the interest that the Father and the Son have in this work. As the
Father loves the Son, so the Son loves those that are His,--those who work as He
worked to save perishing souls. None need feel that they are powerless; for Christ
declares, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." He has promised
that He will give this power to His workers. His power is to become their power.
They are to link their souls with God. Christ desires all to enjoy the wealth of His
grace, which is beyond all computation. It is limitless, exhaustless. It is ours by
eternal covenant, if we will be workers together with God. It is ours if we will unite
with Him to bring many sons and daughters to God.”--Review and Herald, June 2,
1903.

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to
have life in himself; Jn 5:26
"In him was life; and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4). It is not physical life
that is here specified, but immortality, the life which is exclusively the property of
God. The Word, who was with God, and who was God, had this life. Physical life is
something which each individual receives. It is not eternal or immortal; for God, the
Life-giver, takes it again. Man has no control over his life. But the life of Christ was
unborrowed. No one can take this life from Him. "I lay it down of myself" (John 10:
18), He said. In Him was life, original, unborrowed, underived. This life is not inherent in man. He can possess it only through Christ. He cannot earn it; it is given him
as a free gift if he will believe in Christ as His personal Saviour.” Selected Messages Vol.1 p.296-7

Is the power of Christ still available to us today? Eph 4:10–12
“That power is not diminished by the lapse of years, nor exhausted by the ceaseless activity of His overflowing grace. To all who believe on Him He is still a living
Saviour.” Desires Of Ages p.319
“Shall we not strive to use to the very best of our ability the little time that is left
us in this life, adding grace to grace, power to power, making it manifest that we
have a source of power in the heavens above? Christ says: "All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in earth." Matthew 28:18. What is this power given to Him
for? For us. He desires us to realize that He has returned to heaven as our Elder
Brother and that the measureless power given Him has been placed at our disposal.” Testimonies for the church Vol.9 p.186.

KEY
THOUGHT

All the power Jesus used on earth was given to him by
the Father, and all the power we will need as his followers to overcome sin, shall be given by the Father.
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LESSON 2

Friday

Part 6: HE PLEASED HIS FATHER
And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for
I do always those things that please him. Jn 8:29
“Never did Christ deviate from loyalty to the principles of God's law. Never did
He do anything contrary to the will of His Father. Before angels, men, and demons
He could speak words that from any other lips would have been blasphemy: "I do
always those things that please Him." John 8:29. Day by day for three years His
enemies followed Him, trying to find some stain in His character. Satan, with all his
confederacy of evil, sought to overcome Him; but they found nothing in Him by
which to gain advantage. Even the devils were forced to confess: "Thou art the
Holy One of God." Testimonies For The Church p.208

What was the Father’s own testimony in regards to his Son? Matt 17:5
“These words of confirmation were given to inspire faith in those who witnessed
the scene, and to strengthen the Saviour for His mission. Notwithstanding that the
sins of a guilty world were laid upon Christ, notwithstanding the humiliation of taking upon Himself our fallen nature, the voice from heaven declared Him to be the
Son of the Eternal.” Desires Of Ages p.112

What lesson may we learn about the power of prayer?
“And the word that was spoken to Jesus at the Jordan, "This is My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased," embraces humanity. God spoke to Jesus as our
representative.......The glory that rested upon Christ is a pledge of the love of God
for us. It tells us of the power of prayer,--how the human voice may reach the ear of
God, and our petitions find acceptance in the courts of heaven. By sin, earth was
cut off from heaven, and alienated from its communion; but Jesus has connected it
again with the sphere of glory. His love has encircled man, and reached the highest heaven. The light which fell from the open portals upon the head of our Saviour
will fall upon us as we pray for help to resist temptation. The voice which spoke to
Jesus says to every believing soul, This is My beloved child, in whom I am well
pleased.” Desires Of Ages p.113

What lessons may we learn from the life of Christ? Ps. 40:8 (Jn 7:17)
“Those who are seeking to know the truth and to understand the will of God,
who are faithful to the light and zealous in the performance of their daily duties, will
surely know of the doctrine, for they will be guided into all truth. God does not
promise, by the masterly acts of His providence, to irresistibly bring men to the
knowledge of His truth, when they do not seek for truth and have no desire to know
the truth.” Testimonies for the church Vol.3 p.427-428

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus pleased his Father, because he did his father’s
will, we are to please the Father in the same way.
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The lamb of God
Jesus had united with the Father in making the world.
Amid the agonizing sufferings of the Son of God, blind
and deluded men alone remain unfeeling. The chief
priests and elders revile God’s dear Son while in His
expiring agonies. Yet inanimate nature groans in sympathy with her bleeding, dying Author. The earth
trembles. The sun refuses to behold the scene. The
heavens gather blackness. Angels have witnessed
the scene of suffering until they can look no longer,
and hide their faces from the horrid sight. Christ is
dying! He is in despair! His Father’s approving smile
is removed, and angels are not permitted to lighten
the gloom of the terrible hour. They can only behold
in amazement their loved Commander, the Majesty
of heaven, suffering the penalty of man’s transgression of the Father’s law. Even doubts assailed the
dying Son of God. He could not see through the portals of the tomb. Bright hope did not present to Him
His coming forth from the tomb a conqueror and His
Father’s acceptance of His sacrifice. The sin of the
world, with all its terribleness, was felt to the utmost
by the Son of God. The displeasure of the Father for
sin, and its penalty, which is death, were all that He
could realize through this amazing darkness. 2T 20910
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The Lamb of God

LESSON 3

Sunday

PART 1: THE SYMBOL OF A LAMB
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. Jn 1:29
The divine Son of God was the only sacrifice of sufficient value to fully satisfy
the claims of God's perfect law. The angels were sinless, but of less value than the
law of God. They were amenable to law. They were messengers to do the will of
Christ, and before Him to bow. They were created beings, and probationers. Upon
Christ no requirements were laid. He had power to lay down His life, and to take it
again. No obligation was laid upon Him to undertake the work of atonement. It was
a voluntary sacrifice that He made. His life was of sufficient value to rescue man
from his fallen condition.--The Review and Herald, Dec. 17, 1872. 7ABC 473

Who was the originator of the sacrificial system?
“Christ Himself was the originator of the Jewish system of worship, in which, by
types and symbols, were shadowed forth spiritual and heavenly things....Today
we are living when type has met antitype in the offering of Christ for the sins of the
world; we are living in the day of increased light, and yet how few are benefited
with the grand and all-important truth that Christ has made an ample sacrifice for
all! What justice required, Christ had rendered in the offering of Himself, and "how
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" Heb. 2:3. Those who reject the
gift of life will be without excuse.” Our High Calling p.47

What was the condition of the lamb before the throne? Rev. 5:6
“The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented to the people with
freshness and power, that their faith might lay hold upon its merits. As the high
priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant cloud of
incense ascended before God, so while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy
of Christ's atoning blood, our prayers are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the
merits of our Saviour's character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are ever
to bear in mind that there is One that can take away sin and save the sinner. Every
sin acknowledged before God with a contrite heart, He will remove. This faith is the
life of the church.” Testimonies To Ministers p.92-3

The Bible clearly shows the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf. 1 Pet
3:18
“Herein His love commends itself in the most marvelous manner to the rebellious race. What a sight for angels to behold! What a hope for man, "that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us"! The just suffered for the unjust.....” Testimonies to Ministers p.246

KEY
THOUGHT

A lamb is a symbol of purity and innocense, which fitly
decribes the Son of God, who came to this world to redeem fallen man.
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LESSON 3

Monday

Part 2: WITHOUT BLEMISH
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall
take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: Ex 12:5
“The offerings presented to the Lord were to be without blemish. These offerings represented Christ, and from this it is evident that Jesus Himself was free from
physical deformity. He was the “lamb without blemish and without spot.” 1 Peter
1:19. His physical structure was not marred by any defect; His body was strong
and healthy. And throughout His lifetime He lived in conformity to nature’s laws.
Physically as well as spiritually, He was an example of what God designed all
humanity to be through obedience to His laws.” Desires Of Ages p.50-1

The lamb had to be without physical deformity as a symbol of no scar
of sin. Heb 4:15
“The priests were to examine all animals brought as a sacrifice, and were to
reject every one in which a defect was discovered. Only an offering "without blemish" could be a symbol of His perfect purity who was to offer Himself as "a lamb
without blemish and without spot." 1 Peter 1:19. The apostle Paul points to these
sacrifices as an illustration of what the followers of Christ are to become. He says,
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." Romans 12:1. We are to give ourselves to the service of God, and we should
seek to make the offering as nearly perfect as possible. God will not be pleased
with anything less than the best we can offer. Those who love Him with all the
heart, will desire to give Him the best service of the life, and they will be constantly
seeking to bring every power of their being into harmony with the laws that will
promote their ability to do His will.” Patriachs And Prophets p.352-3

As the sacrificial lamb was to be without blame and blemish, God
requires the same of His people. What is the requirment for the church
of God today? Eph 5:26-27 (Mal. 3:3)
“The conversation of the Christian should be in heaven, whence we look for the
Saviour. Meditation upon heavenly things is profitable, and will ever be accompanied with the peace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Our calling is holy, our profession exalted. God is purifying unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. He is sitting as a refiner and purifier of silver. When the dross and tin are
removed, then His image will be perfectly reflected in us. Then the prayer of Christ
for His disciples will be answered in us: "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word
is truth." Testimonies for the church Vol.2 p.317

KEY
THOUGHT

As the sacrificial offering was to be blameless, so must
our lives be who are called by the name of God.
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LESSON 3

Tuesday

Part 3: THE SYMBOL OF TRANSFER
“And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat,
and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all
their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of
the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the
wilderness.” Lev. 16:21
“The most important part of the daily ministration was the service performed in
behalf of individuals. The repentant sinner brought his offering to the door of the
tabernacle, and placing his hand upon the victim’s head, confessed his sins, thus
in figure transferring them from himself to the innocent sacrifice. By his own hand
the animal was then slain, and the blood was carried by the priest into the holy
place and sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the law
that the sinner had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the blood,
transferred in figure to the sanctuary. In some cases the blood was not taken into
the holy place; but the flesh was then to be eaten by the priest. . . . Both ceremonies alike symbolized the transfer of the sin from the penitent to the sanctuary.”
The Faith I Live By p.198

Today we don’t have to offer a lamb for sacrifice, Christ made the
provision for us to be forgiven. What are the two things nessecary?
Prov. 28:13
“The conditions of obtaining mercy from God are simple and reasonable. The
Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order to gain forgiveness.
We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances,
to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate our transgression. He
that "confesseth and forsaketh" his sin "shall have mercy." Proverbs 28:13.” Acts
Of The Apostles p.552

How is our sins transfered from us to christ, today?
“Christ says, "Ask, and ye shall receive." In these words, Christ gives us direction as to how we should pray. We are to come to our heavenly Father with the
simplicity of a child, asking him for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus says again,
"When ye pray, believe that ye receive the things ye ask for, and ye shall have
them." You are to come to the Father repenting and confessing your sins, emptying the soul of every sin and defilement, and it is your privilege to prove the promises of the Lord. You cannot indulge your own temper, and have your own way,
and still remain the children of God. We shall have to struggle with our hereditary
tendencies, that we may not yield to temptation, and become angry under provocation.” The Reveiw and Herald, October 11, 1892

KEY
THOUGHT

The sins of the people were transferred to the sacrifice
to be borne by it. Christ is asking us to transfer our sins
to him.
18

The lamb of God

LESSON 3

Wednesday

Part 4: BEARING SINS
So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them
that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto
salvation. Heb. 9:28
“Our Saviour was not to be sacrificed a second time; and it is only necessary for
those who seek the blessings of His grace to ask in the name of Jesus, pouring
forth the heart's desire in penitential prayer. Such prayer will bring before the Lord
of hosts the wounds of Jesus, and then will flow forth afresh the life-giving blood,
symbolized by the flowing of the living water for Israel.” Patriachs And Prophets
p.411]

Our sins are transfered to Jesus to be borne by him, thus he becomes
the sin bearer for mankind. We should not condemn others because
they are sinners, but point to Christ.
“Don't criticize some one else; criticize yourself as severely as you please.
Don't feel that God has appointed you to bear the sins of the world. There is only
one man who was appointed to bear the sins of the world. He is our Sin-bearer,
there is only one sin-bearer. If He laid other sins on us, they would crush us; we
can not even bear our own sins; but he can bear them, He can take them away.
"Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world." You just think of
that. Be very anxious that He take away your sins, but don't you begin to judge a
brother or sister; you lose your chance of eternal life, you can't afford it. " The
Southern Watchman, January 23, 1903

On the day of atonement the high priest would do something at the
end of the service. Lev 16:21 What similar action will take place at the
end of sin?
“In the typical service the high priest, having made the atonement for Israel,
came forth and blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close of His work as
mediator, will appear, “without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28), to bless His
waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in removing the sins from the sanctuary, confessed them upon the head of the scapegoat, so Christ will place all these
sins upon Satan, the originator and instigator of sin. The scapegoat, bearing the
sins of Israel, was sent away “unto a land not inhabited” (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, bearing the guilt of all the sins which he has caused God’s people to commit,
will be for a thousand years confined to the earth, which will then be desolate,
without inhabitant, and he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the fires that
shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the great plan of redemption will reach its accomplishment in the final eradication of sin and the deliverance of all who have been
willing to renounce evil.” The Great Controversy p.485-6

KEY
THOUGHT

The sins of God’s children are forgiven and borne by
Christ who will place them on Satan at the end.
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LESSON 3

Thursday

Part 5: DYING FOR SINS
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man. Heb. 2:9
“Death entered the world because of transgression. But Christ gave His life that
man should have another trial. He did not die on the cross to abolish the law of
God, but to secure for man a second probation. He did not die to make sin an
immortal attribute; He died to secure the right to destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil. He suffered the full penalty of a broken law for the whole
world. This He did, not that men might continue in transgression, but that they
might return to their loyalty and keep God’s commandments and His law as the
apple of their eye.” Testimonies To Ministers p.134

What other great blessing has the death of Christ given to mankind?
“By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from
the ruin wrought through sin. It was Satan's purpose to bring about an eternal
separation between God and man; but in Christ we become more closely united to
God than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through the eternal ages He is
linked with us. "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son." John
3:16. He gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; He gave
Him to the fallen race. To assure us of His immutable counsel of peace, God gave
His only-begotten Son to become one of the human family, forever to retain His
human nature.” Desires Of Ages p.25
“By the casting of the grain into the soil, Christ represents the sacrifice of Himself for our redemption. "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die," He
says, "it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." John 12:24. So the
death of Christ will result in fruit for the kingdom of God. In accordance with the law
of the vegetable kingdom, life will be the result of His death.” Christ Object Lessons p.86

While Christ died for sins, Christians are to do something similar, what
is it that is required of us? Rom 6:1-7
“The new birth is a rare experience in this age of the world. This is the reason
why there are so many perplexities in the churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They have been baptized, but they
were buried alive. Self did not die, and therefore they did not rise to newness of life
in Christ.” (MS 148, 1897). S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol.6 p.1075.

KEY
THOUGHT

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 6:23
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LESSON 3

Friday

Part 6: THE SYMBOL OF BLOOD
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from
all sin. 1Jn1:7
“The blood of the Son of God was symbolized by the blood of the slain victim,
and God would have clear and definite ideas preserved between the sacred and
the common. Blood was sacred, inasmuch as through the shedding of the blood of
the Son of God alone could there be atonement for sin.” (Signs Of The Times July
15, 1880).

Why was the blood of the sacrifice nessecary? Heb 9:22
“The Jews saw in the sacrificial offerings the symbol of Christ whose blood was
shed for the salvation of the world. All these offerings were to typify Christ and to
rivet the great truth in their hearts that the blood of Jesus Christ alone cleanseth
from all sin, and without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. Some
wonder why God desired so many sacrifices and appointed the offering of so many
bleeding victims in the Jewish economy. Every dying victim was a type of Christ,
which lesson was impressed on mind and heart in the most solemn, sacred ceremony, and explained definitely by the priests. Sacrifices were explicitly planned
by God Himself to teach this great and momentous truth, that through the blood of
Christ alone there is forgiveness of sins.” Selected Messages Vol.1 p.106-7

The blood of Christ is a cleansing symbol, as soap is needed to clean
dirt from our bodies.
How can red blood wash scarlet clothes and then make them white, is the question that a child asked his mother, where did you hear that son, replied mother. The
preacher said so at church today mom. Well in that case it is not clothes that is
washed, but you the person. The blood of Jesus is a symbol of cleansing or
forgivness, so if you sin, the scarlet represents sin and if we confess and is sorry
for our sins, then Jesus forgives us and make us clean, which is symbolized by
white.

Those who will make it through the great tribulation will do so for two
reasons, what are they? Rev 7:14, 12:11
“This is our washing and ironing time--the time when we are to cleanse our
robes of character in the blood of the Lamb. John says, "Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world." . . . Shall we not let Him take them away?
Shall we not let our sins go (GCB April 6, 1903, p. 89)?” S.D.A. Bible Commentary
Vol. 5 p.1131.

KEY
THOUGHT

“.....and without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.” Christ died to remove all the sins of the
world, including ours!
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Mediator between God
and Man
“The highest angel in heaven had not the power to
pay the ransom for one lost soul. Cherubim and seraphim have only the glory with which they are endowed
by the Creator as His creatures, and the reconciliation of man to God could be accomplished only
through a mediator who was equal with God, possessed of attributes that would dignify, and declare
him worthy to treat with the infinite God in man’s behalf, and also represent God to a fallen world. Man’s
substitute and surety must have man’s nature, a connection with the human family whom he was to represent, and, as God’s ambassador, he must partake
of the divine nature, have a connection with the Infinite, in order to manifest God to the world, and be a
mediator between God and man. These qualifications were found alone in Christ. Clothing His divinity
with humanity, He came to earth to be called the Son
of man and the Son of God. He was the surety for
man, the ambassador for God—the surety for man
to satisfy by His righteousness in man’s behalf the
demands of the law, and the representative of God
to make manifest His character to a fallen race.” 1SM
257
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Mediator between God LESSON 4
and Man

Sunday

PART 1: WHY WAS A MEDIATOR NESSECARY?
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Rom. 3:23

Sin has placed a separation between man and God, so that man could no longer
hold open face to face communion with his maker.
“To sin, wherever found, "our God is a consuming fire." Heb. 12:29. In all who
submit to His power the Spirit of God will consume sin. But if men cling to sin, they
become identified with it. Then the glory of God, which destroys sin, must destroy
them.” Desires Of Ages p.107

What hope was given to man in his sinful condition? 1Jn. 2:1
“The intercession of Christ in our behalf is that of presenting His divine merits in
the offering of Himself to the Father as our substitute and surety; for He ascended
up on high to make an atonement for our transgressions.” Faith and works p.105
“The prayer of faith is the great strength of the Christian, and will assuredly
prevail against Satan. This is why he insinuates that we have no need of prayer.
The name of Jesus, our Advocate, he detests; and when we earnestly come to Him
for help, Satan's host is alarmed. It serves his purpose well if we neglect the exercise of prayer, for then his lying wonders are more readily received.”--Testimonies,
vol. 1, p. 296. (1862)
“Christ is your Redeemer; He will take no advantage of your humiliating confessions. If you have sin of a private character, confess it to Christ, who is the only
Mediator between God and man. “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1.” Counsels On Health p.374

Who is the only smediator between God and man? 1Tim. 2:5
“God is approached through Jesus Christ, the Mediator, the only way through
which He forgives sins. God cannot forgive sins at the expense of His justice, His
holiness, and His truth. But He does forgive sins and that fully. There are no sins
He will not forgive in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the sinner’s only
hope, and if he rests here in sincere faith, he is sure of pardon and that full and
free. There is only one channel and that is accessible to all, and through that
channel a rich and abundant forgiveness awaits the penitent, contrite soul and the
darkest sins are forgiven.” S.D.A Bible Commentaries Vol.7 p.912-13
“After the fall Christ became Adam’s instructor. He acted in God’s stead toward
humanity, saving the race from immediate death. He took upon him the office of
mediator. Adam and Eve were given a probation in which to return to their allegiance, and in this plan all their posterity were embraced.” Conflict And Courage
p.20

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus Christ the Son of God became the link between
man and God.
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Mediator between God LESSON 4
and Man

Monday

Part 2: THE DEMAND OF THE LAW
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. Rom.
5:12
“Death entered the world because of transgression. But Christ gave His life that
man should have another trial. He did not die on the cross to abolish the law of
God, but to secure for man a second probation. He did not die to make sin an
immortal attribute; He died to secure the right to destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil. He suffered the full penalty of a broken law for the whole
world. This He did, not that men might continue in transgression, but that they
might return to their loyalty and keep God's commandments and His law as the
apple of their eye.” Testimonies To Ministers p.134

What is the purpose of the death of Christ? 1Cor. 15:3 (Rom.6:23,1Jn.
3:4)
“The death of Christ was to forever settle the question of the validity of the law of
Jehovah. Having suffered the full penalty for a guilty world, Jesus became the
Mediator between God and man, to restore the repenting soul to favor with God by
giving him grace to keep the law of the Most High. Christ came not to destroy the
law or the prophets, but to fulfill them to the very letter. The atonement of Calvary
vindicated the law of God as holy, just, and true, not only before the fallen world but
before heaven and before the worlds unfallen. Christ came to magnify the law and
to make it honorable.” Faith And Works p.118
“Without the atonement of the Son of God there could have been no communication of blessing or salvation from God to man. God was jealous for the honor of
His law. The transgression of that law had caused a fearful separation between
God and man. To Adam in his innocence was granted communion, direct, free,
and happy, with his Maker. After his transgression, God would communicate to
man only through Christ and angels.” Conflict And Courage p.20

What works was Christ involved in since the days of Noah? 1Jn 3:8
"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the
works of the devil." Christ was engaged in this warfare in Noah's day. It was His
voice that spoke to the inhabitants of the old world in messages of warning, reproof, and invitation. He gave the people a probation of one hundred and twenty
years, in which they might have repented. But they chose the deceptions of Satan,
and perished in the waters of the Flood.” (Reveiw and Herald, March 12, 1901).
S.D.A. Bible Commentery Vol.1 p.1088.

KEY
THOUGHT

The Law of God demanded death for transgression, and
Jesus died that death, to redeem us.
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Mediator between God LESSON 4
and Man

Tuesday

Part 3: THE BENEFITS OF CHRIST MEDIATORSHIP
And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Jn.
16:23
“Ask in my name,” Christ says. . . . Christ is the connecting link between God
and man. He has promised His personal intercession. He places the whole virtue
of His righteousness on the side of the suppliant. He pleads for man, and man, in
need of divine help, pleads for himself in the presence of God, using the influence
of the One who gave His life for the life of the world. As we acknowledge before
God our appreciation of Christ’s merits, fragrance is given to our intercessions. As
we approach God through the virtue of the Redeemer’s merits, Christ places us
close by His side, encircling us with His human arm, while with His divine arm He
grasps the throne of the Infinite. . . . Yes, Christ has become the medium of prayer
between man and God. He has also become the medium of blessing between God
and man. He has united divinity with humanity. . . . Pray, yes, pray with unshaken
faith and trust. The Angel of the covenant, even our Lord Jesus Christ, is the Mediator who secures the acceptance of the prayers of His believing ones.” God’s
Amazing Grace p.85

Which human being is but a poor example of what Christ is to us
today?
“Moses was greater than any who had lived before him. He had been highly
honored of God, being privileged to talk with the Lord face to face, as a man speaks
with a friend. He was permitted to see the bright light and excellent glory that
enshrouded the Father. The Lord through Moses delivered the children of Israel
from Egyptian bondage. Moses was a mediator for his people, often standing between them and the wrath of God. When the anger of the Lord was greatly kindled
against Israel for their unbelief, their murmurings, and their grievous sins, Moses’
love for them was tested. God proposed to destroy them and to make of him a
mighty nation. Moses showed his love for Israel by his earnest pleading in their
behalf. In his distress he prayed God to turn from His fierce anger and forgive
Israel, or blot his name out of His book.” Early Writings p.162

What great privilege has Christ granted to fallen humans? 1Jn 3:1
“It is not earthly rank, nor birth, nor nationality, nor religious privilege, which
proves that we are members of the family of God; it is love, a love that embraces all
humanity. . . . To be kind to the unthankful and to the evil, to do good hoping for
nothing again, is the insignia of the royalty of heaven, the sure token by which the
children of the Highest reveal their high estate.” The Faith I Live By p.38

KEY
THOUGHT

We are given right to the gifts and blessings of God,
because we accept and acknowledge our mediator.
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Part 4: THE DOOR
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall
go in and out, and find pasture. Jn 10:9
“Christ is the door to the fold of God. Through this door all His children, from the
earliest times, have found entrance. In Jesus, as shown in types, as shadowed in
symbols, as manifested in the revelation of the prophets, as unveiled in the lessons given to His disciples, and in the miracles wrought for the sons of men, they
have beheld "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John
1:29), and through Him they are brought within the fold of His grace. Many have
come presenting other objects for the faith of the world; ceremonies and systems
have been devised by which men hope to receive justification and peace with God,
and thus find entrance to His fold. But the only door is Christ, and all who have
interposed something to take the place of Christ, all who have tried to enter the fold
in some other way, are thieves and robbers.” Desires Of Ages p.477-8

What example has Christ left us that we should follow? Jn 10:11(1Jn
3:11,16, Jn 15:13)
“Christ came to do His Father's will. Are we following in His steps? All who have
named the name of Christ should be constantly seeking for a more intimate acquaintance with Him, that they may walk even as He walked, and do the works of
Christ. We should appropriate the lessons of His life to our lives. Christ "gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works." "Hereby perceive we the love of God,
because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren." Here is the work of self-denial upon which we must enter with cheerfulness, in imitation of the example of our Redeemer. The Christian's life must be one
of conflict and of sacrifice. The path of duty should be followed, not the path of
inclination and choice.” Testimonies For The Church p.538

What surety can we find as sinners in God the Father? Acts 4:12
(Prov. 18:10)
“The great principles of the law, of the very nature of God, are embodied in the
words of Christ on the mount..In receiving the word, we receive Christ. And only
those who thus receive His words are building upon Him..... Christ, the Word, the
revelation of God,--the manifestation of His character, His law, His love, His life,-is the only foundation upon which we can build a character that will endure....We
build on Christ by obeying His word. It is not he who merely enjoys righteousness,
that is righteous, but he who does righteousness. Holiness is not rapture; it is the
result of surrendering all to God; it is doing the will of our heavenly Father.” Mount
of Blessings p.148-149

KEY
THOUGHT

The only door to salvation is through the Son of God.
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Part 5: THE WAY, TRUTH AND LIFE.
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Jn 14:6
“Many are losing the right way, in consequence of thinking that they must climb
to heaven, that they must do something to merit the favor of God. They seek to
make themselves better by their own unaided efforts. This they can never accomplish. Christ has made the way by dying our sacrifice, by living our example, by
becoming our great high priest. He declares, "I am the way, the truth, and the life"
(John 14:6). If by an effort of our own we could advance one step toward the
ladder, the words of Christ would not be true. But when we accept Christ, good
works will appear as fruitful evidence that we are in the way of life, that Christ is our
way, and that we are treading the true path that leads to heaven.” Selected Messages Vol.1 368

Having found Jesus we need also to add a more vital element to our
finding, what is this element? Jn 15:4,7
“Abiding in Christ means a constant receiving of His Spirit, a life of unreserved
surrender to His service. The channel of communication must be open continually
between man and his God. As the vine branch constantly draws the sap from the
living vine, so are we to cling to Jesus, and receive from Him by faith the strength
and perfection of His own character. The root sends its nourishment through the
branch to the outermost twig. So Christ communicates the current of spiritual strength
to every believer. So long as the soul is united to Christ, there is no danger that it
will wither or decay.” Desires Of Ages p.676
“Do you ask, "How am I to abide in Christ?"--In the same way as you received
Him at first. "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
him" (Col. 2:6). . . . You gave yourself to God, to be His wholly, to serve and obey
Him, and you took Christ as your Saviour. You could not yourself atone for your
sins or change your heart, but having given yourself to God, you believed that He
for Christ's sake did all this for you.” God’s Amazing Grace p.293

What element of Christ life is most vital to us? Rom 8:9
“As you receive the Spirit of Christ--the Spirit of unselfish love and labor for
others--you will grow and bring forth fruit. The graces of the Spirit will ripen in your
character. Your faith will increase, your convictions deepen, your love be made
perfect. More and more you will reflect the likeness of Christ in all that is pure,
noble, and lovely.....Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of
Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced
in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.” Christ Object Lessons
p.68-69.

KEY
THOUGHT

The key to true salvation is not only to find Christ, but
to abide(live) in him.
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Part 6: EATING AND DRINKING CHRIST
Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in
you. Jn 6:53
“We must be constantly meditating upon the word, eating it, digesting it, and by
practice, assimilating it, so that it is taken into the life current. He who feeds on
Christ daily will by his example teach others to think less of that which they eat, and
to feel much greater anxiety for the food they give to the soul.” Counsels on Diets
and Foods p.89
“Fill the whole heart with the words of God. They are the living water, quenching
your burning thirst. They are the living bread from heaven. Jesus declares, "Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you." And
He explains Himself by saying, "The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life." John 6:53, 63. Our bodies are built up from what we eat and
drink; and as in the natural economy, so in the spiritual economy: it is what we
meditate upon that will give tone and strength to our spiritual nature.” Steps To
Christ p.88

We are to examine another aspect of our being that is most important.
What aspect might this be? Phil. 2:5(Rom 12:2)
“It was a wonderful thing for God to create man, to make mind…God created
man that every faculty might be the faculty of the divine mind.” (Letter 55, 1895).
S.D.A Bible Commentaries Vol. 6 p.1105
“It is the true elevation of the mind…that makes the man. The proper cultivation
of the mental powers makes man all that he is.” Testimonies For The Church Vol.4
p.438
“Every organ of the body was made to be servant to the mind. The mind is the
capital of the body.” Fundamentals Of Christian Education p.20
“It is a law of the mind that it gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it
is trained to dwell. If occupied with commonplace matters only, it will become dwarfed
and enfeebled. If never required to grapple with difficult problems, it will after a time
almost lose the power of growth.” Christian Education p.65
“The mind is the garden, the character is the fruit… Our own course determines
our character.” Testimonies For The Church p.606

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous
are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. Ps 139:14
KEY
THOUGHT

For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. Jn 6:55
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One with God
By His obedience to all the commandments of God,
Christ wrought out a redemption for men. This was
not done by going out of Himself to another, but by
taking humanity into Himself. Thus Christ gave to humanity an existence out of Himself. To bring humanity into Christ, to bring the fallen race into oneness
with divinity, is the work of redemption. Christ took
human nature that men might be one with Him as He
is one with the Father, that God may love man as He
loves His only-begotten Son, that men may be partakers of the divine nature, and be complete in Him.
The Holy Spirit, which proceeds from the only-begotten Son of God, binds the human agent, body, soul,
and spirit, to the perfect, divine-human nature of
Christ. This union is represented by the union of the
vine and the branches. Finite man is united to the
manhood of Christ. Through faith human nature is
assimilated with Christ’s nature. We are made one
with God in Christ. 1SM 250-1
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PART 1: ONE WITH GOD?
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? Jn 14:9
“Who is Christ?--He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the
Father as a word that expresses the thought,--as a thought made audible. Christ is
the word of God. Christ said to Philip, "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." His words were the echo of God's words. Christ was the likeness of God, the
brightness of His glory, the express image of His person. As a personal being, God
has revealed Himself in His Son. Jesus, the outshining of the Father's glory, "and
the express image of his person" (Hebrews 1:3), was on earth found in fashion as
a man. As a personal Saviour He came to the world.” Sons And Daughters p.21

Is Christ and God one single being? What does Christ mean when he
says, “I and my Father are One.” Jn 10:30?
Jesus says, “I and my Father...” thereby indicating two different individuals. He
could not be saying that two people are the same one person, therefore the phrase,
“are one,” must mean that they(Jesus and his Father) are alike, rather than the
same. Paul says of Jesus that he was, “the express image of his(the Father’s)
person...” Heb. 1:3. The scripture says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Gen.
2:24(Matt 19:5) This is talking about marriage which involves two people, a man
and his wife, and it says of these two people that, “they shall be one flesh,” yet we
will all agree that we have never seen two married people change into one person,
they remain two, but now they work together with the same goals and purposes,
thus they are alike.
“The Father and the Son each have a personality. Christ declared: "I and My
Father are one." Yet it was the Son of God who came to the world in human form.
Laying aside His royal robe and kingly crown, He clothed His divinity with humanity, that humanity through His infinite sacrifice might become partakers of the divine nature and escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.” Testimonies For The Church Vol.9 p.68

How can we be one with God? 1Cor 6:17
“As we partake of the divine nature, hereditary and cultivated tendencies to
wrong are cut away from the character, and we are made a living power for good.
Ever learning of the divine Teacher, daily partaking of His nature, we cooperate
with God in overcoming Satan's temptations. God works, and man works, that man
may be one with Christ as Christ is one with God....” Maranatha p.225.

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus is the express image of the Father, all his life is
an example to us of what his Father is like!
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Part 2: EQUAL WITH GOD
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:Who, being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. Phil 2:56
“In order to fully realize the value of salvation, it is necessary to understand
what it cost. In consequence of limited ideas of the sufferings of Christ, many place
a low estimate upon the great work of the atonement. The glorious plan of man's
salvation was brought about through the infinite love of God the Father. In this
divine plan is seen the most marvelous manifestation of the love of God to the
fallen race. Such love as is manifested in the gift of God's beloved Son amazed the
holy angels...... This Saviour was the brightness of His Father's glory and the express image of His person. He possessed divine majesty, perfection, and excellence. He was equal with God. "It pleased the Father that in him should all fulness
dwell" (Col. 1:19). . . .” God’s Amazing Grace p.160

What was the circumstance surrounding the answer Jesus gave the
Jews in Jn. 5:1-17, and what was the Jews response? Jn 5:18
“Jesus claimed equal rights with God in doing a work equally sacred, and of the
same character with that which engaged the Father in heaven. But the Pharisees
were still more incensed. He had not only broken the law, according to their understanding, but in calling God "His own Father" had declared Himself equal with God.
John 5:18, R. V. The whole nation of the Jews called God their Father, therefore
they would not have been so enraged if Christ had represented Himself as standing in the same relation to God. But they accused Him of blasphemy, showing that
they understood Him as making this claim in the highest sense.” Desires Of Ages
p.207-8
“Christ was the Son of God, equal with the Father; and yet he was abused,
ridiculed, scourged, and crucified. There are many who have thought that the Father had no part in the sufferings of the Son; but this is a mistake. The Father
suffered with the Son.” Signs Of The Times, Nov 25, 1889

What power does Jesus have as one equal with God? Mark 2:7-10
“It required nothing less than creative power to restore health to that decaying
body. The same voice that spoke life to man created from the dust of the earth, had
spoken life to the dying paralytic. And the same power that gave life to the body
had renewed the heart. He who at creation "spake, and it was," who "commanded,
and it stood fast" (Psalm 33:9), had spoken life to the soul dead in trespasses and
sins. The healing of the body was an evidence of the power that had renewed the
heart. Christ bade the paralytic arise and walk...." The Ministry Of Healing p.77.

KEY
THOUGHT

As all humans are equal, so is Christ equal to God as a
divine being!
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Part 3: JESUS IS GOD
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God, The same was in the beginning with God. Jn 1:1-2
The first time the word God is used in the passage, who does it refer to? It
certainly does not refer to Christ(The Word), because it says that, “the Word was
with God.” The word therefore could not be the same person he was with. You
could not be with somebody and at the same time be the person you are with, that
is not logical. So the first time the word ‘God’ is used it refered to a person and the
second time it refers to the nature or qualityof a person rather than a person.
“Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all
eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore. The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son
of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father.” Reveiw
And Herald, April 5, 1906
“The Scriptures clearly indicate the relation between God and Christ, and they
bring to view as clearly the personality and individuality of each.” Testimonies For
The Church Vol.8 p.268

What declaration did Christ make that shows that One was above him?
Jn 14:28
“From eternity there was a complete unity between the Father and the Son.
They were two, yet little short of being identical; two in individuality, yet one in
spirit, and heart, and character.” Youth Instructor, December 16, 1897
“The Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father, is truly God in
infinity, but not in personality.” (Manuscript 116, Dec 19, 1905) Upward Look p.367

Who does Paul see above Christ? 1 Cor. 11:3
“God is the Father of Christ; Christ is the Son of God. To Christ has been given
an exalted position. He has been made equal with the Father. All the counsels of
God are opened to His Son.” Testimonies For The Church Vol.8 p.268

Does Jesus have a God? Jn 20:17
“From that scene of heavenly joy, there comes back to us on earth the echo of
Christ's own wonderful words, "I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to
My God, and your God." John 20:17. The family of heaven and the family of earth
are one. For us our Lord ascended, and for us He lives. "Wherefore He is able also
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them." Heb. 7:25.” The Desires Of Ages p.835.

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus is God by nature, as we are humans by nature,
but this does not make Jesus the Father of himself, God
his Father is greater and higher.
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PART 4: “THAT THEY MAY BE ONE....”
“And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.” Jn 17:11
“We are to be brought into a sacred nearness with the world's Redeemer. We
are to be one with Christ as He is one with the Father. What a wonderful change
the people of God experience in coming into unity with the Son of God! We are to
have our tastes, inclinations, ambitions, and passions all subdued, and brought
into harmony with the mind and spirit of Christ. This is the very work that the Lord
is willing to do for those who believe in Him. Our life and deportment are to have a
molding power in the world." ..... My Life Today p.252

What will be the result of abiding in Christ? Jn 15:7
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you." When you pray, present this promise. It is our privilege to
come to Him with holy boldness. As in sincerity we ask Him to let His light shine
upon us, He will hear and answer us. But we must live in harmony with our prayers.
They are of no avail if we walk contrary to them.” Child Guidance p.499

What is the most important blessing of being one with God? 2Pet 1:4
“God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from
the sun, blessings flow out from Him to all the creatures He has made. In His
infinite love He has granted men the privilege of becoming partakers of the divine
nature, and, in their turn, of diffusing blessings to their fellow men. This is the
highest honor, the greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow upon men.
Those are brought nearest to their Creator who thus become participants in labors
of love. He who refuses to become a "laborer together with God,"--the man who
for the sake of selfish indulgence ignores the wants of his fellow men, the miser
who heaps up his treasures here,--is withholding from himself the richest blessing
that God can give him.”--R. & H., Dec. 6, 1887. Counsels On Stewardship p.23.

What is the relationship between diet and the divine nature?
“It is God's design that believing parents and their children should stand forth as
living representatives of Christ, candidates for everlasting life. All who are partakers of the divine nature will escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.
It is impossible for those who indulge the appetite to attain to Christian perfection.
You cannot arouse the moral sensibilities of your children while you are not careful
in the selection of their food.”--Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, pp. 339, 400
(1870).

KEY
THOUGHT

The prayer of Jesus is that all the children of the Kingdom of his Father to be united as one, as he and his
Father are one.
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PART 5: ONE SPIRIT
“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made
to drink into one Spirit.” 1Cor 12:13
“The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the
personality of either. In mind, in purpose, in character, they are one, but not in
person. By partaking of the Spirit of God, conforming to the law of God, man becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ brings His disciples into a living union
with Himself and with the Father. Through the working of the Holy Spirit upon the
human mind, man is made complete in Christ Jesus. Unity with Christ establishes
a bond of unity with one another.... The closer our union with Christ, the closer will
be our union with one another. Variance and disaffection, selfishness and conceit,
are striving for supremacy. These are the fruits of a divided heart, open to the
suggestions of the enemy of souls.” Sons And Daughters p.286

In unity there is a life, a power, that can be obtained in no other way.
Look at the benefit of uniting with Christ! Col. 2:10
“Christ brings His disciples into a living union with Himself and with the Father.
Through the working of the Holy Spirit upon the human mind, man is made complete in Christ Jesus. Unity with Christ establishes a bond of unity with one another. This unity is the most convincing proof to the world of the majesty and virtue
of Christ and of His power to take away sin.”--MS 111, 1903. S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol .5 p.1148.
“In view of the fact that we are living so near the close of this earth's history,
there should be greater thoroughness in labor, more vigilant waiting, watching,
praying, and working. The human agent should strive to attain perfection, that he
may be an ideal Christian, complete in Christ Jesus.” Testimonies For The Church
Vol.7 p.248

What great blessings can we enjoy as christians? Ps 133:1
“The cause of division and discord in families and in the church is separation
from Christ. To come near to Christ is to come near to one another. The secret of
true unity in the church and in the family is not diplomacy, not management, not a
superhuman effort to overcome difficulties--though there will be much of this to do-but union with Christ. Picture a large circle, from the edge of which are many lines
all running to the center. The nearer these lines approach the center, the nearer
they are to one another. Thus it is in the Christian life. The closer we come to
Christ, the nearer we shall be to one another. God is glorified as His people unite in
harmonious action.” The Adventist Home p.179.

KEY
THOUGHT

My fellowship with God may be, and should be closer
than that which I enjoy with any human being.
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Part 6: UNITY AND UNIFORMITY
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ.” Eph. 4:13
“Christian unity is a mighty agency. It tells in a powerful manner that those who
possess it are children of God. It has an irresistible influence upon the world, showing
that man in his humanity may be a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust. We are to be one with our fellow
men and with Christ, and in Christ one with God. Then of us can be spoken the
words, "Ye are complete in Him."........ God calls upon the members of His church
to receive the Holy Spirit, to come together in unity and brotherly sympathy, to bind
their interests together in love. Nothing so manifestly weakens a church as disunion and strife. Nothing so wars against Christ and the truth as this spirit. . . . He
in whose heart Christ abides recognizes Christ abiding in the heart of his brother.
Christ never wars against Christ. Christ never exerts an influence against Christ.
Christians are to do their work, whatever it may be, in the unity of the Spirit, for the
perfecting of the whole body.” My Life today p.276

What was the result,when the disciples came together in true unity
after Jesus left? Acts 2:1
“Before the day of Pentecost they met together, and put away all differences.
They were of one accord. They believed Christ's promise that the blessing would
be given, and they prayed in faith. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves
merely; they were weighted with the burden for the salvation of souls. The gospel
was to be carried to the uttermost parts of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was poured
out, and thousands were converted in a day.” Desires Of Ages p.827.

What is the root of Christian unity? Jn 13:34
“In the church of God today brotherly love is sadly lacking. Many who profess to
love the Saviour do not love one another. Unbelievers are watching to see if the
faith of professed Christians is exerting a sanctifying influence upon their lives;
and they are quick to discern the defects in character, the inconsistencies in action. Let Christians not make it possible for the enemy to point to them and say,
Behold how these people, standing under the banner of Christ, hate one another.
Christians are all members of one family, all children of the same heavenly Father,
with the same blessed hope of immortality. Very close and tender should be the tie
that binds them together.” The Acts Of The Apostles p.550.

KEY
THOUGHT

“Abide” means to remain always. Why is it that our relationship with God is so fluctuating, at times close, at
other times very distant and shaky?
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Jesus and The Holy
Spirit
“The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested
of the personality of humanity, and independent
thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not
be in every place personally. Therefore it was for their
interest that He should go to the Father, and send
the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could
then have any advantage because of his location or
his personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the
Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He
would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended
on high.”--The Desire of Ages, p. 669.
“At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all
afflictions, when the outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the
Comforter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith.
Circumstances may separate us from every earthly
friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we
are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right
hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer. . . .” {FLB
56.3}
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PART 1: GOD’S SPIRIT AND CHRIST’S SPIRIT
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his.” Rom. 8:9
Paul seems to mention the spirit of God and the spirit of Christ as one and the
same. Are they the same?
“Those who see Christ in His true character, and receive Him into the heart,
have everlasting life. It is through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of
God, received into the heart by faith, is the beginning of the life eternal.” Maranatha
302
"Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." This is close
language. Who can stand the test? The word of God is to us a daguerreotype of
the mind of God and of Christ, also of man fallen, and of man renewed after the
image of Christ, possessing the divine mind. We may compare our thoughts, feelings, and intentions with the picture of Christ. We have no relationship with Him
unless we are willing to work the works of Christ.” Testimonies For The Church
Vol.3 p.537

According to the following passage who dwells with us, and how? Jn
14:23
“God has given us Jesus, and in Him is the revelation of God. Our Redeemer
says: "If a man love Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and
We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him." "Let that therefore abide in
you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the
beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father."
If we know God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, unspeakable gladness will
come to the soul. Oh, how we need the divine presence! For the baptism of the
Holy Spirit every worker should be breathing out his prayer to God.” Testimonies to
minister p.169-70

On what knowledge is life eternal based? Jn 17:3
“There is a knowledge of God and of Christ which all who are saved must have.
"This is life eternal," Christ said, "that they might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." The question for us to study is, What is truth-the truth for this time, which is to be cherished, loved, honored, and obeyed? The
devotees of science have been defeated and disheartened in their effort to find out
God. What they need to inquire is, What is truth? (MS 124, 1903) S.D.A. Bible
Commentary Vol.6 p.1079-1080.

KEY
THOUGHT
.

The scriptures says of Christ, “For in him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Therefore the Spirit
belongs both to God and Christ.
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Part 2: THE BREATH OF CHRIST
“Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father
hath sent me, even so send I you. And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”
Jn. 20:21-22
“Christ breathed on His disciples, and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." This is
the great gift of heaven. Christ imparted to them through the Spirit His own sanctification. He imbued them with His power, that they might win souls to the gospel.
Henceforth Christ would live through their faculties, and speak through their words.
They were privileged to know that hereafter He and they were to be one. They
must cherish His principles and be controlled by His Spirit. They were no longer to
follow their own way, to speak their own words. The words they spoke were to
proceed from a sanctified heart, and fall from sanctified lips. No longer were they to
live their own selfish life; Christ was to live in them. . . . He would give to them the
glory that He had with the Father, that He and they might be one in God.” Sons
And Daughters p.294

When Christ breath on his disciples whose spirit did they receive?
“Christ breathed upon His disciples and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." Christ
is represented by His Holy Spirit today in every part of His great moral vineyard. He
will give the inspiration of His Holy Spirit to all those who are of a contrite spirit.”
Testimonies To Ministers p.214

What is the result of the breath of Christ in our hearts?
“If we follow Christ we shall not have a spasmodical experience, and be moved
by circumstances and influenced by our surroundings. We shall not let feeling
control us, and indulge in fretting, envying, fault-finding, jealousy, and vanity. It is
indulgence in these things that puts us out of harmony with the harmonious life of
Christ, and prevents us from becoming overcomers. We should be actuated by the
noble purpose of winning daily victories, and by watchfulness and sincere prayer
attain to complete control of self. When petty trials come upon us, and words are
spoken that cut and bruise the soul, speak to yourself and say, "I am a child of
God, heir with Jesus Christ, a co-laborer with heaven, and I cannot afford to easily
take offense, to be always thinking of self; for this will produce a distorted character, and is unworthy of my high calling. My Heavenly Father has given me a work to
do, and let me do it worthily for his name's sake." Signs of the Times, July 10,
1893.

KEY
THOUGHT

The Holy Spirit exclusively belong to God the Father,
and Jesus is partaker of that Spirit.
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Part 3: WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
GLORIFYING OF JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT?
“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.He that
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water.(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)” Jn 7:37-39
We have the witness of the scripture here that says, “the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” Why was Christ glorification
nessecary for the giving of the Holy Ghost?

What is the glorifying of Christ? Jn 17:5
“Christ's ascension to heaven was the signal that His followers were to receive
the promised blessing. For this they were to wait before they entered upon their
work. When Christ passed within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned amidst
the adoration of the angels. As soon as this ceremony was completed, the Holy
Spirit descended upon the disciples in rich currents, and Christ was indeed glorified, even with the glory which He had with the Father from all eternity. The Pentecostal outpouring was Heaven's communication that the Redeemer's inauguration
was accomplished. According to His promise He had sent the Holy Spirit from
heaven to His followers as a token that He had, as priest and king, received all
authority in heaven and on earth, and was the Anointed One over His people.” The
Acts Of The Apostles p.38
“Heavenly angels had seen the glory which the Son of God shared with the
Father before the world was.....” The Great Controversy p.313

Why did Jesus have to go before the comforter could come?
Jn 16:7
“The work of the Saviour on earth was finished. The time had come for Him to
return to His heavenly home.....As Christ ascends while in the act of blessing His
disciples, an army of angels encircle Him as a cloud......At the portals of the city of
God, an innumerable company of angels await His coming.....He approaches the
Father, and if there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents, if the Father
rejoices over one with singing, let the imagination take in this scene.” 1SM p.306307

KEY
THOUGHT

The spirit is the life of the Father. Jesus had to be glorified with the Father before he could send the Spirit to
His disciples.
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Part 4: “ANTOHER COMFORTER”
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you for ever.” Jn 14:16
Jesus distinctly stated the purpose for his request to the Father. The purpose of
this request was that the comforter would abide with the disciples for ever. Who
would abide with the disciples for ever? “Another comforter” Let’s look at the meaning
of this word, “another” - Distinctly different from the first.(The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language)
“When He should come forth from the tomb, their sorrow would be turned to joy.
After His ascension He was to be absent in person; but through the Comforter He
would still be with them, and they were not to spend their time in mourning.” The
Desires Of Ages p.277

In Jn 14:17-19, did Jesus explain who the comforter is?
“The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of
humanity, and independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be
in every place personally. Therefore it was for their interest that He should go to
the Father, and send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could then
have any advantage because of his location or his personal contact with Christ. By
the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He would be nearer
to them than if He had not ascended on high.”--The Desire of Ages, p. 669.
“The Comforter is called "the Spirit of truth." His work is to define and maintain
the truth. He first dwells in the heart as the Spirit of truth, and thus He becomes the
Comforter. There is comfort and peace in the truth, but no real peace or comfort
can be found in falsehood. . . .Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit speaks to the
mind, and impresses truth upon the heart. Thus He exposes error, and expels it
from the soul. It is by the Spirit of truth, working through the Word of God, that
Christ subdues His chosen people to Himself.” (The Desire of Ages, pp. 668-671).

Inspiration tells that,“Jesus is the comforter!”
“How essential that we have the enlightenment of the Spirit of God; for thus only
can we see the glory of Christ, and by beholding become changed from character
to character in and through faith in Christ. We turn from the picture of our shortcomings to behold the atonement made for us, and we rejoice as we know that we
may be clothed with Christ's righteousness. In Him all fulness dwells. He has grace
and pardon for every soul. As by faith we look to Jesus, our faith pierces the shadow,
and we adore God for His wondrous love in giving Jesus the Comforter.” 19MR
297-298

KEY
THOUGHT

The comforter that Jesus prayed for his Father to send
would be the same Jesus in a none bodily form, so by
this Spirit form he could be with them, all at once.
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Part 5: PENTECOST
“And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it
sat upon each of them.And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts 2:3-4
“The time had now come. The Spirit had been waiting for the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. For ten days the disciples offered their petitions
for the outpouring of the Spirit, and Christ in heaven added His intercession. This
was the occasion of His ascension and inauguration, a jubilee in heaven. He had
ascended on high, leading captivity captive, and He now claimed the gift of the
Spirit, that He might pour it out upon His disciples.” (SW Nov. 28, 1905). S.D.A.
Bible Commentary Vol. 6 p.1055.

What similar experience, but of a greater magnitude, awaits the disciples of Christ in the last days? Joel 3:28-29, Hosea 6:3, Zech 10:1
“If this prophecy of Joel met a partial fulfillment in the days of the apostles, we
are living in a time when it is to be even more evidently manifest to the people of
God. He will so bestow His Spirit upon His people that they will become a light
amid the moral darkness; and great light will be reflected in all parts of the world. O
that our faith might be increased, that the Lord might work mightily with His people.”
(MS 49, 1908). S.D.A Bible Commentaries p.1175
“The time has come when we must expect the Lord to do great things for us. Our
efforts must not flag or weaken. We are to grow in grace and in the knowledge of
the Lord. Before the work is closed up and the sealing of God's people is finished,
we shall receive the outpouring of the Spirit of God. Angels from heaven will be in
our midst. The present is a fitting-up time for heaven when we must walk in full
obedience to all the commands of God.--Letter 30, 1907. Selected Messages Bk.1
p.111.

What will be the result of the final outpouring of the Spirit of God upon
his people?
“The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that time
many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world
has supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will
gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this
time to prepare a people for the Lord's second coming.” The Great Controversy
p.464

KEY
THOUGHT

The people who live in close connection with God will
be worthy of His Spirit in the last days to fit them for a
place in Heaven.
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PART 6: THE SPIRIT DISAPPEARS AND JESUS REMAINS
“And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are the temple of it.” Rev. 21:22
“In the City of God "there shall be no night." None will need or desire repose.
There will be no weariness in doing the will of God and offering praise to His name.
We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning and shall ever be far from its close.
"And they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them
light." Revelation 22:5. The light of the sun will be superseded by a radiance which
is not painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses the brightness of our
noontide. The glory of God and the Lamb floods the Holy City with unfading light.
The redeemed walk in the sunless glory of perpetual day. "I saw no temple therein:
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." Revelation 21:22.
The people of God are privileged to hold open communion with the Father and the
Son. "Now we see through a glass, darkly." 1 Corinthians 13:12. We behold the
image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His dealings
with men; but then we shall see Him face to face, without a dimming veil between.
We shall stand in His presence and behold the glory of His countenance.” The
Great Controversy p.676-677.

The Spirit is mentioned briefly in the book of Revelation, what is the
spirit really? Rev 1:4, 3:1, 4:5, 5:6.
Revelation gives us a very interesting glimpse of what the Spirit is. In chapter one
John seem to speak of the Spirit as a separate individual from, “him which is and
which was and which is to come” and from, “Jesus Christ.” In chapter three something strange is mentioned, here John is giving the messages to the seven churches
and to all the churches his messages is from him who he(John) saw in chapter
one. Read chapter one over and over again and then read chapter 3:1, “And unto
the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven stars.....” Who was this being that John is here
refering? We know based on what he saw in chapter one, that he which has the
seven stars is, “one like unto the Son of man.” This means that the Son of man(Jesus)
also has this Spirit. In chapter four John is brought to the throne room of God and
here he mentions that he sees the “seven Spirit of God” before the throne(verse 5)
and in chapter five John sees the lamb standing before the throne, “having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth.” What conclusion can we draw from these scenes in heaven? Obviously the
Spirit is exclusively the property of God, and is possesed by his Son to be his by
inheritance, from Father to Son.

KEY
THOUGHT

The Spirit operates on the internal invisible level, representing God and his Son in a non-bodily form.
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The Kingdom Of Christ
“There are two kingdoms in this world, the kingdom
of Christ and the kingdom of Satan. To one of these
kingdoms each one of us belongs. In His wonderful
prayer for His disciples, Christ said, "I pray not that
Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are
not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth. As Thou
hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent
them into the world." John 17:15-18.” Counsel on
Health 591
“Christ taught that His church is a spiritual kingdom.
He Himself, "the Prince of peace," is the head of His
church. In His person humanity, inhabited by divinity,
was represented to the world. The great end of His
mission was to be a sin-offering for the world, that by
the shedding of blood an atonement might be made
for the whole race of men. With a heart ever touched
with the feelings of our infirmities, an ear ever open
to the cry of suffering humanity, a hand ever ready to
save the discouraged and despairing, Jesus, our Saviour, "went about doing good" (Acts 10:38). . . . And
all who are members of the kingdom of Christ will
represent Him in character and disposition.” Gods
amazing grace p.14
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PART 1: BUILDING UP THE KINGDOM
These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not
into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter
ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as
ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matt. 10:57
“When He sent forth the Twelve and afterward the Seventy, to proclaim the
kingdom of God, He was teaching them their duty to impart to others what He had
made known to them. In all His work He was training them for individual labor, to be
extended as their numbers increased, and eventually to reach to the uttermost
parts of the earth. The last lesson He gave His followers was that they held in trust
for the world the glad tidings of salvation.” The Acts Of The Apostles p.32.

In a parable Jesus spoke of an invitation given to attend a feast prepared by a King, but those to whom the invitation came gave excuses
for not attending, was the excuses valid? Luke 14:16-20
“None of the excuses were founded on a real necessity. The man who "must
needs go and see" his piece of ground, had already purchased it. His haste to go
and see it was due to the fact that his interest was absorbed in his purchase. The
oxen, too, had been bought. The proving of them was only to satisfy the interest of
the buyer. The third excuse had no more semblance of reason. The fact that the
intended guest had married a wife need not have prevented his presence at the
feast. His wife also would have been made welcome. But he had his own plans for
enjoyment, and these seemed to him more desirable than the feast he had promised to attend. He had learned to find pleasure in other society than that of the
host. He did not ask to be excused, made not even a pretense of courtesy in his
refusal. The "I cannot" was only a veil for the truth--"I do not care to come." {COL
222.1}

Like these that were bidden, we too are giving excuses for not going
forth to give the invitations to our neighbors and friends to come to
Christ today!
“The spiritual banquet has been set before us in rich abundance. We have had
presented to us by the messengers of God the richest feast--the righteousness of
Christ, justification by faith, the exceeding great and precious promises of God in
His Word, free access to the Father by Jesus Christ, the comforts of the Holy Spirit,
and the well-grounded assurance of eternal life in the kingdom of God. We ask,
What could God do for us that He has not done in preparing the great supper, the
heavenly banquet?” (RH Jan. 17, 1899)

KEY
THOUGHT

We are given a divine privilege to be worker together
with Christ in building up His Kingdom, are we accepting this honourable task?
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Part 2: REALISING THE KINGDOM
“.....The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:Neither shall
they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is
within you. And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when
ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall
not see it.” Luke 17:20-22
“Jesus answered, "The kingdom of God cometh not with outward show; [margin]: neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is
within you." The kingdom of God begins in the heart. Look not here or there for
manifestations of earthly power to mark its coming.” The Desires of Ages p.506.
"The days will come," He said, turning to His disciples, "when ye shall desire
to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it." Because it is not
attended by worldly pomp, you are in danger of failing to discern the glory of My
mission. You do not realize how great is your present privilege in having among
you, though veiled in humanity, Him who is the life and the light of men. The days
will come when you will look back with longing upon the opportunities you now
enjoy to walk and talk with the Son of God.” The Desires of Ages p.506.

If the Kingdom of God cometh not with a flash and outward show,
then how would we recognise the kingdom when it comes?
“The kingdom of God comes not with outward show. It comes through the gentleness of the inspiration of His word, through the inward working of His Spirit, the
fellowship of the soul with Him who is its life. The greatest manifestation of its
power is seen in human nature brought to the perfection of the character of Christ.”
The Ministry of Healing p.36
“An appearance of wealth or position, expensive architecture or furnishings, are
not essential to the advancement of the work of God; neither are achievements
that win applause from men and administer to vanity. Worldly display, however
imposing, is of no value with God.” Testimonies for the chuch Vol.7 p.143

Jesus says to us is given the keys to the Kingdom, what are the keys
to the kingdom? Matt. 16:19
"The keys of the kingdom of heaven" are the words of Christ. All the words of
Holy Scripture are His, and are here included. These words have power to open
and to shut heaven. They declare the conditions upon which men are received or
rejected. Thus the work of those who preach God's word is a savor of life unto life
or of death unto death. Theirs is a mission weighted with eternal results.” The
Desires of Ages p.413.

KEY
THOUGHT

The Kingdom Of Heaven is within each born again follower of Jesus Christ and this Kingdom is realised by
the effect of Gods word in our lives.
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Tuesday

Part 3: THE MEMBERS OF THE KINGDOM
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 1Cor 12:27
“One who has had an experimental knowledge of the length, and breadth, and
height, and depth of that love, has declared unto us this amazing fact. This love is
ours through faith in the Son of God, therefore a connection with Christ means
everything to us. We are to be one with Him as He is one with the Father, and then
we are beloved by the infinite God as members of the body of Christ, as branches
of the living Vine. We are to be attached to the parent stock, and to receive nourishment from the Vine. Christ is our glorified Head, and the divine love flowing from
the heart of God, rests in Christ, and is communicated to those who have been
united to Him. This divine love entering the soul inspires it with gratitude, frees it
from its spiritual feebleness, from pride, vanity, and selfishness, and from all that
would deform the Christian character.” Fundamentals of Christian Education p.178179.

What unites us together as one in Christ? 1Jn 4:7-8, 4:19
“The loveliness of the character of Christ will be seen in His followers. It was His
delight to do the will of God. Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling
power in our Saviour's life. Love beautified and ennobled all His actions. Love is of
God. The unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. It is found only in the
heart where Jesus reigns. "We love, because He first loved us." 1 John 4:19, R.V.
In the heart renewed by divine grace, love is the principle of action. It modifies the
character, governs the impulses, controls the passions, subdues enmity, and ennobles the affections. This love, cherished in the soul, sweetens the life and sheds
a refining influence on all around.” Steps to Christ p.59.
“All who have been born into the heavenly family are in a special sense the
brethren of our Lord. The love of Christ binds together the members of His family,
and wherever that love is made manifest there the divine relationship is revealed.
"Everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." 1 John 4:7. The Desires
of Ages p.638.

There is also a stronger bond to all who are united in Christ, what is
this bond? 1Cor 12:13
“The life of Christ established a religion in which there is no caste, a religion by
which Jew and Gentile, free and bond, are linked in a common brotherhood, equal
before God. No question of policy influenced His movements. He made no difference between neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies. That which appealed
to His heart was a soul thirsting for the waters of life.” Testimonies for the church
Vol.9 p.191.

KEY
THOUGHT

The extended life of Christ(the Holy Spirit) has made us
into one body and members of one another.
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Part 4: PURPOSE OF THE KINGDOM
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Titus 2:13-14
The purpose of the Kingdom is to present hope to a world lost and wondering in
sin. It says to sinners that we have a saviour who can cleanse us with his own
blood and make us into children of light and goodness.
“Christ is the greatest of all physicians. He is a physician of the soul as well as of
the body. Had He not come to this world to redeem us from Satan's hellish power,
we would have had no hope of gaining eternal life. . . . Let us not point minds to
erring human beings. Let us say, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world." John 1:29. Our High Calling p.109.

At the feast of Levi, the Scribes and Pharisees murmured asking, “Why
do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?” What was Jesus
response to the question? Luke 5:31-32
“Christ was a physician of the body as well as of the soul. He was minister and
missionary and physician. From His childhood He was interested in every phase of
human suffering that came under His notice. He could truly say, I came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister. In every case of woe He brought relief, His kind
words having a healing balm. None could say He had worked a miracle, yet He
imparted His virtue to those He saw in suffering and in need. Through the whole
thirty years of His private life He was humble, meek, and lowly. He had a living
connection with God; for the Spirit of God was upon Him, and He gave evidence to
all who were acquainted with Him that He lived to please, honor, and glorify His
Father in the common things of life.” (RH Oct. 24, 1899). S.D.A Bible Commentary
Vol.5 p.1088.
“The Pharisees claimed to be spiritually whole, and therefore in no need of a
physician, while they regarded the publicans and Gentiles as perishing from diseases of the soul. Then was it not His work, as a physician, to go to the very class
that needed His help?” The Desires of Ages p.275.
“But although the Pharisees thought so highly of themselves, they were really in a worse condition than the ones they despised. The publicans were less
bigoted and self-sufficient, and thus were more open to the influence of truth. Jesus
said to the rabbis, "Go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not
sacrifice." Thus He showed that while they claimed to expound the word of God,
they were wholly ignorant of its spirit.” The Desires of Ages p.275.

KEY
THOUGHT

Christ purpose in setting up his Kingdom was for men
and women lost in sin, to be able to find their way back
to God and Salvation.
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Part 5: THE DESTINY OF THE KINGDOM
“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” Dan 2:44
“Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assemblies, not by the
patronage of worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ established, but by the
implanting of Christ's nature in humanity through the work of the Holy Spirit. "As
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." John 1:12, 13. Here is the only power that
can work the uplifting of mankind. And the human agency for the accomplishment
of this work is the teaching and practicing of the word of God.” The Desire of Ages
p.509-10.

Who will posses the Kingdom and for how long? Dan. 7:18
“The great plan of redemption results in fully bringing back the world into God's
favor. All that was lost by sin is restored. Not only man but the earth is redeemed,
to be the eternal abode of the obedient. For six thousand years Satan has struggled
to maintain possession of the earth. Now God's original purpose in its creation is
accomplished. "The saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom forever, even forever and ever." Daniel 7:18. Patriachs and Prophets p.342.

What is the destiny of Christ Kingdom? Luke 1:32-33
“He "shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He shall be a priest upon His throne."
Not now "upon the throne of His glory;" the kingdom of glory has not yet been
ushered in. Not until His work as a mediator shall be ended will God "give unto Him
the throne of His father David," a kingdom of which "there shall be no end." Luke
1:32, 33. As a priest, Christ is now set down with the Father in His throne. Revelation 3:21. Upon the throne with the eternal, self-existent One is He who "hath borne
our griefs, and carried our sorrows," who "was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin," that He might be "able to succor them that are tempted." "If any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father." Isaiah 53:4; Hebrews 4:15; 2:18; 1
John 2:1. His intercession is that of a pierced and broken body, of a spotless life.
The wounded hands, the pierced side, the marred feet, plead for fallen man, whose
redemption was purchased at such infinite cost. "And the counsel of peace shall
be between Them both." The love of the Father, no less than of the Son, is the
fountain of salvation for the lost race....” The Great Controversy p.416-17.

KEY
THOUGHT

To the Kingdom of Christ there is no end, it continues
for ever and ever and ever into eternity.
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Part 6: THE INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS
“And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they
came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now
they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a
city.” Heb. 11:15-16
“The kingdom forfeited by sin, Christ has regained, and the redeemed are to
possess it with Him. “The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for
ever.” Ps. 37:29. A fear of making the saints’ inheritance seem too material has led
many to spiritualize away the very truths which lead us to look upon the new earth
as our home. Christ assured His disciples that He went to prepare mansions for
them. Those who accept the teachings of God’s Word will not be wholly ignorant
concerning the heavenly abode. And yet the apostle Paul declares, “Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him.” 1 Cor. 2:9. Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It will be known only to those who
behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God.” The
Story of Redemption p.430-431
According to Rev. 21:10, who is the Lamb’s wife?
“The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is the capital and representative of
the kingdom, is called "the bride, the Lamb's wife." Said the angel to John: "Come
hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife." "He carried me away in the
spirit," says the prophet, "and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God." Revelation 21:9, 10. Clearly, then, the bride
represents the Holy City, and the virgins that go out to meet the bridegroom are a
symbol of the church. In the Revelation the people of God are said to be the
guests at the marriage supper. Revelation 19:9. If guests, they cannot be represented also as the bride. Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, will receive from
the Ancient of Days in heaven, "dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;" He will receive the New Jerusalem, the capital of His kingdom, "prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband." Daniel 7:14; Revelation 21:2. “ The Great Controversy p.426427.

Here we see that the Holy city is linked with the church of Christ.
“Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the union
between Him and His redeemed ones. He Himself is the Bridegroom; the bride is
the church, of which, as His chosen one, He says, "Thou art all fair, My love; there
is no spot in thee." {AH 26.2}

KEY
THOUGHT

Jesus’ promise is true. His mission at this moment is
preparing a place for us. If we believe this we will do all
in our power to be prepared for that place.
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Many people claim that when the Bible speaks of the
spirit of man, it simply refers to the air which he inhales and exhales during breathing. However, there
are many references in the Scriptures to man’s spirit
which make it clear that it is more than simply breath.
What is man’s spirit? We will find as we examine the
Bible that we are given a clear understanding of the
matter.
It is very important that we have correct understanding concerning thi issue. The Bible makes it clear that
the spirit of God is related to God in a similar way to
how man’s spirit is related to man. If we are to have a
proper understanding of the identity of the spirit of
God, then a good place to begin is by examining the
spirit of man. After all we were made in the image of
God.
“Man was to bear God's image, both in outward resemblance and in character. Christ alone is "the express image" (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man
was formed in the likeness of God. His nature was in
harmony with the will of God. His mind was capable
of comprehending divine things. His affections were
pure; his appetites and passions were under the control of reason. He was holy and happy in bearing the
image of God and in perfect obedience to His will.
{PP 45.2}
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PART 1: THE ORIGIN OF MAN
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.(Gen
2:7 KJV)
“In the creation of man was manifest the agency of a personal God. When God
had made man in His image, the human form was perfect in all its arrangements,
but it was without life. Then a personal, self-existing God breathed into that form
the breath of life, and man became a living, intelligent being. All parts of the human
organism were set in action. The heart, the arteries, the veins, the tongue, the
hands, the feet, the senses, the faculties of the mind, all began their work, and all
were placed under law. Man became a living soul. Through Christ the Word, a
personal God created man and endowed him with intelligence and power.” {Ministry of Healing 415}

What is the breath of life? Job 32:8; Zech. 12:1
The same word translated as “breath” may also be translated as “spirit”. The idea
that all God did was to start the process of breathing in order to bring man’s dead
body to life is not supported by Scripture. When a man dies the reverse of creation
takes place. According to Ecclesiastes 12:7 the body returns to the dust and the
spirit returns to God who gave it. Is this referring merely to man’s breath?
Ecclesiastes 21:3 states that man’s spirit goes upwards, while the spirit of the
beast goes downwards. This statement would not make any sense if it were speaking
merely of the air which we breathe.

How important is man’s spirit to his existence? James 2:26
“If man is only a complicated breathing "body-machine" (as so many teach),
where can be found the possibility of human freedom--man's great need, his great
hope? Does his sinfulness lie in his body or in another dimension, mind? What is
the source of his failures which discourage him even in his attempts to reach the
ideals he sets for himself! Is there no chance of "human perfectibility"? By what
means can he be preserved as himself, his real identity, through death and
translation, if he is now only a body with life forces (especially when in death this
body, disintegrates, is eaten by worms!)? .... If. as some say. it is foolishness to
think of a human spirit "dwelling" in a bodv of flesh, how do I understand the lesson
taught so clearly by Paul that our bodies are temples for the indwelling of the
Spirit of God? If it is impossible for two distinct "substances" of existence--the
spiritual and the material--to contact each other, as some others claim, how can I
be "touched" by the Spirit of God. as we teach?” – Human Spirit & Divine Spirit p.5 by E. Edstrom

KEY
THOUGHT

We usually judge people by outward appearances, but
the real worth of a person is in the state of his spirit.
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Part 2: MAN’S TRUE IDENTITY
(Zec 12:1 KJV) The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith
the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him.
It is very important to understand that the spirit of man, is really the inner person.
The Bible makes this absolutely clear in 1 Corinthians 2:11 “ For what man knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” No man can know the thoughts that
are in another man’s heart, unless those things are revealed to him. Paul writing to
the Ephesians declares, “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; (Eph 3:16)

What element of the Christian’s makeup will pass from this world to
the next? 1 Cor. 4:4,5
“A character formed after the divine likeness is the only treasure that a man can
take from this world to the next. I would urge the youth to regard every moment of
time as golden. Do not waste it in indolence, do not spend it in folly, but use it in
grasping higher treasures. Cultivate the thoughts and expand the soul by refusing
to allow the mind to be filled with unimportant matters. Secure every advantage
within your reach for strengthening the intellect. Do not rest satisfied with a low
standard. Be not content until, by faithful endeavor, watchfulness, and earnest
prayer, you have secured the wisdom that is from above. Thus you may gain an
influence over other minds, which will enable you to lead them in the path of uprightness and holiness. This is your privilege.” {YI, August 17, 1899}

What common concern did both Stephen and Jesus have in the moment of death? Luke 23:46; Acts 7:59
“.... a person is really the "inner" life identity of a being, the character, the
individuality, the real "I" of the one called, "God," "man," or "angel". This PART of
the WHOLE man is what I am calling his "spiritual nature." Its constituents--the
WILL, the MIND, and the HEART--are the authority, the intelligence, and affections
that "make" him who HE really is as someone distinctly individual. This is his "person" that must unite with the "person" of Jesus to experience the "covering" of
Christ's life. (COL 312) At other times this often used word "person," does mean
the whole being of "God." "man." or "angel" -his personal spirit in union with and
operating through his own distinct personal body, his "spiritual" presence as
well as his "physical" presence.” - Human Spirit & Divine Spirit - p.4 by E. Edstrom

KEY
THOUGHT

The human body is just a house for the personality or
the spirit of man, the spirit is our true identity
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Part 3: UNCONVERTED MAN’S SPIRITUAL STATE
But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.

(1 Tim 5:6)

“God is the fountain of life, and we can have life only as we are in communion
with Him. Separated from God, existence may be ours for a little time, but we do
not possess life. "She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth." 1 Timothy
5:6. Only through the surrender of our will to God is it possible for Him to impart life
to us. Only by receiving His life through self-surrender is it possible, said Jesus, for
these hidden sins, which I have pointed out, to be overcome.
It is possible that you may bury them in your hearts and conceal them from
human eyes, but how will you stand in God's presence?” – Thoughts from The
Mount of Blessing p. 61

How did Jesus describe humanity’s fundamental problem? (Mat 15:1720)
“Our improvement in moral purity depends on right thinking and right acting.
"Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of
the mouth, this defileth a man." "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the
things which defile a man" (Matthew 15:11, 19, 20).
Evil thoughts destroy the soul. The converting power of God changes the
heart, refining and purifying the thoughts. Unless a determined effort is made to
keep the thoughts centered on Christ, grace cannot reveal itself in the life. The
mind must engage in the spiritual warfare. Every thought must be brought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ. All the habits must be brought under God's
control.--Lt 123 1904. – Mind, Character & Personality, Vol. 1 p.69

What is the reason why all man’s efforts to do good must fail, unless
his spirit is joined to Christ? John 3:6
Nicodemus knew that Christ here referred to water baptism and the renewing of
the heart by the Spirit of God. He was convinced that he was in the presence of the
One whom John the Baptist had foretold.
.... No human invention can find a remedy for the sinning soul. "The carnal mind
is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."
"Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies." Rom. 8:7; Matt. 15:19. The fountain of the heart must
be purified before the streams can become pure. He who is trying to reach heaven
by his own works in keeping the law is attempting an impossibility. There is no
safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form of godliness. – The Desire of
Ages, 171-2}

KEY
THOUGHT

Man is a two part being. Our bodies are degenerate and
weak, but our real problem lies in the state of our spirits
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Part 4: CONVERSION IN THE LIGHT OF MAN’S SPIRIT
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new. (2 Cor 5:17)
“The religion that comes from God is the only religion that can lead to God. In
order to serve Him aright, we must be born of the Divine Spirit. This will lead to
watchfulness. It will purify the heart and renew the mind, and give us a new capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give us willing obedience to all His requirements. This is true worship.” – Counsels on Diet & Foods, p. 37
The apostle showed that religion does not consist in rites and ceremonies, creeds
and theories. If it did, the natural man could understand it by investigation, as he
understands worldly things. Paul taught that religion is a practical, saving energy,
a principle wholly from God, a personal experience of God's renewing power upon
the soul. – Acts of The Apostles, p. 451

How does Paul describe the change which takes place in our minds or
spirits at conversion? Rom. 12:2; Eph. 2:1
“But man cannot transform himself by the exercise of his will. He possesses
no power by which this change can be effected. The leaven--something wholly
from without--must be put into the meal before the desired change can be wrought
in it. So the grace of God must be received by the sinner before he can be fitted for
the kingdom of glory. All the culture and education which the world can give will fail
of making a degraded child of sin a child of heaven. The renewing energy must
come from God. The change can be made only by the Holy Spirit.
As the leaven, when mingled with the meal, works from within outward, so it is
by the renewing of the heart that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into harmony with God. There are
many who try to reform by correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the wrong place. Our first
work is with the heart. – Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 96-97

What marvellous privilege is granted to those who are converted? 1
Cor. 6:17; 1 Cor. 2:14-16
“Christ is to live in his human agents, and work through their faculties, and act
through their capabilities. Their will must be submitted to his will, they must act with
his spirit, that it may be no more they that live, but Christ that liveth in them. Jesus
is seeking to impress upon them the thought that in giving his Holy Spirit he is
giving to them the glory which the Father has given him...” Signs of The Times,
October 3, 1892

KEY
THOUGHT

True conversion means that I am in a very real sense
joined to the very life of God.
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Part 5: MAN’S SPIRIT IN DEATH
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it. Eccl 12:7
“Our personal identity is preserved in the resurrection, though not the same
particles of matter or material substance as went into the grave. The wondrous
works of God are a mystery to man. The spirit, the character of man, is returned to
God, there to be preserved. In the resurrection every man will have his own character. God in His own time will call forth the dead, giving again the breath of life,
and bidding the dry bones live. The same form will come forth, but it will be free
from disease and every defect. It lives again bearing the same individuality of
features, so that friend will recognize friend. There is no law of God in nature which
shows that God gives back the same identical particles of matter which composed
the body before death. God shall give the righteous dead a body that will please
Him.” {6BC 1093.2}

What is the state of man’s spirit in death? (Ps. 146:4)
“The doctrine of consciousness after death, of the spirits of the dead being in
communion with the living, has no foundation in the Scriptures, and yet these theories are affirmed as truth. Through this false doctrine the way has been opened for
the spirits of devils to deceive the people in representing themselves as the dead.
Satanic agencies personate the dead and thus bring souls into captivity. Satan
has a religion, he has a synagogue and devout worshipers. To swell the ranks of
his devotees, he uses all manner of deception.—Undated Manuscript 66. {Ev
603.1}

What part do the dead play in the affairs of the living? (Eccl. 9:5,6,10)
“The Scriptures declare that "the dead know not anything." Ecclesiastes 9:5.
Their thoughts, their love, their hatred, have perished. The dead do not hold communion with the living. But true to his early cunning, Satan employs this device in
order to gain control of minds.
Through spiritualism many of the sick, the bereaved, the curious, are communicating with evil spirits. All who venture to do this are on dangerous ground. The
word of truth declares how God regards them. In ancient times He pronounced a
stern judgment on a king who had sent for counsel to a heathen oracle: "Is it not
because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of
Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from that bed
on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die." 2 Kings 1:3, 4. – Acts of The
Apostles, p. 290

KEY
THOUGHT

If we would know God it must be in this life. After we die
it will be forever too late.
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Part 6: THE RESURRECTION
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is
raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body. (1 Cor 15:42-44)
“Our personal identity is preserved in the resurrection, though not the same
particles of matter or material substance as went into the grave. The wondrous
works of God are a mystery to man. The spirit, the character of man, is returned to
God, there to be preserved. In the resurrection every man will have his own character. God in His own time will call forth the dead, giving again the breath of life,
and bidding the dry bones live. The same form will come forth, but it will be free
from disease and every defect. It lives again bearing the same individuality of
features, so that friend will recognize friend. There is no law of God in nature which
shows that God gives back the same identical particles of matter which composed
the body before death. God shall give the righteous dead a body that will please
Him.” {6BC 1093.2}

In what way will resurrected people be just the same as when they
died? (Isa 38:18)
“If you would be a saint in heaven you must first be a saint on earth. The traits of
character you cherish in life will not be changed by death or by the resurrection.
You will come up from the grave with the same disposition you manifested in your
home and in society. Jesus does not change the character at His coming. The
work of transformation must be done now. Our daily lives are determining our
destiny. Defects of character must be repented of and overcome through the grace
of Christ, and a symmetrical character must be formed while in this probationary
state, that we may be fitted for the mansions above”.—13MR 82 (1891). {LDE
295.1}
“There are kings and generals who conquered nations, valiant men who never
lost a battle, proud, ambitious warriors whose approach made kingdoms tremble.
In death these experienced no change. As they come up from the grave, they
resume the current of their thoughts just where it ceased. They are actuated by the
same desire to conquer that ruled them when they fell.” {GC 664.1}
There will be no future probation in which to prepare for eternity. It is in this life
that we are to put on the robe of Christ's righteousness. This is our only opportunity
to form characters for the home which Christ has made ready for those who obey
His commandments. {COL 319.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

We must in this life keep our minds on Christ, a mind
that cherishes sins will not change at the resurrection.
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“. . . . The promise of the gift of the Spirit of God, is
left as a matter to be little considered by the church.
It is not impressed upon the people, and the result is
only that which might be expected,--spiritual drouth,
spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death.
Minor matters occupy the mind and soul, but divine
power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the church, which would, if possessed, bring
all other blessings in its train, is lacking, although it is
offered to us in infinite plentitude. Just as long as the
church are satisfied with small things, they are disqualified to receive the great things of God. But why
do we not hunger and thirst after the gift of the holy
Spirit, since it is the means whereby the heart may
be kept pure? The Lord designs that divine power
shall co-operate with human effort. It is all-essential
for the Christian to understand the meaning of the
promise of the holy Spirit just prior to the coming of
our Lord Jesus the second time. Talk of it, pray of it,
preach concerning it; for the Lord is more willing to
give the holy Spirit than parents are to give good gifts
to their children. "For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
{RH, November 15, 1892 par. 4}
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PART 1: THE SPIRIT HAS AN OWNER
But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.
(20) For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you. (Mat 10:19-20)
In today’s key text we notice that the holy spirit is specifically declared to be “the
spirit of your Father.” Not, “the spirit of God,” which some people take to mean that
the spirit is one person of a three person God. Here the spirit is specifically spoken
of in such a way that there can be no mistaking the fact that it is the property of the
Father.
“The Lord has condescended to give you an outpouring of his Holy Spirit. At the
camp-meetings, and in our various institutions, a great blessing has been showered upon you. You have been visited by the heavenly messengers of light and
truth and power, and it should not be thought a strange thing that God should thus
bless you. How does Christ subdue his chosen people to himself?--It is by the
power of his Holy Spirit; for the Holy Spirit, through the Scriptures, speaks to the
mind, and impresses truth upon the hearts of men. . . . ." {RH, January 30, 1894
par. 1}
The very first book in the Bible tells us that it was the Spirit of God that moved upon
the the face of the waters. It was not “God the Spirit,” but “the spirit of God.” This
verse and many other similar verses indicate very clearly that the spirit belongs to
God.

According to Jesus what is the source of the holy spirit? John 15:26
“The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity,
not in silence and solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand
and thousands of thousands of holy beings, all waiting to do His will. Through
these messengers He is in active communication with every part of His dominion.
By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of His Spirit and His
angels He ministers to the children of men.” {MH 417.2}

How does the Bible indicate that the holy spirit has no will of its own,
but is controlled by the will of the Father? Acts 2:17; Ps. 51:11
Of the Comforter it is written, "He will guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
show you things to come." Through the Holy Spirit, Christ will open more clearly to
those who believe on him that which he has inspired holy men to write concerning
the truth. . . . {RH, April 12, 1892}

KEY
THOUGHT

The Spirit is the personality or the mind of God and not
a separate individual.
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Part 2: THE PERSON OF GOD
Exo 33:22 KJV) And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by,
that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my
hand while I pass by, and I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt
see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
“Man was to bear God's image, both in outward resemblance and in character.
Christ alone is "the express image" (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man was
formed in the likeness of God. His nature was in harmony with the will of God. His
mind was capable of comprehending divine things. . .” {PP 45.2}
“From the first dawn of reason, the human mind should become intelligent in
regard to the physical structure. Here Jehovah has given a specimen of Himself,
for man was made in the image of God.” {Child Guidance 103.2}

Is the Spirit of God confined to his body as man’s spirit is? Ps. 139:7,10
"I do nothing of Myself," said Christ; "the living Father hath sent Me, and I
live by the Father." "I seek not Mine own glory," but the glory of Him that
sent Me. John 8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these words is set forth the great
principle which is the law of life for the universe. All things Christ received
from God, but He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for
all created beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's life flows out to all;
through the Son it returns, in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to the
great Source of all. And thus through Christ the circuit of beneficence is
complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law of life. {DA
21}
Since we cannot see God with our eyes, how may we have personal
interaction with Him? 1 Cor. 2:9,10; 2 Cor. 13:14; John 17:23
“Though He (Christ) was about to be removed from them, their spiritual union
with Him was to be unchanged. The connection of the branch with the vine, He
said, represents the relation you are to sustain to Me. The scion is engrafted into
the living vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, it grows into the vine stock. The life
of the vine becomes the life of the branch. So the soul dead in trespasses and sins
receives life through connection with Christ. By faith in Him as a personal Saviour
the union is formed. The sinner unites his weakness to Christ's strength, his emptiness to Christ's fullness, his frailty to Christ's enduring might. Then he has the
mind of Christ. . . . Thus through the agency of the Holy Spirit man becomes a
partaker of the divine nature. He is accepted in the Beloved. {DA 675}

KEY
THOUGHT

Does our worship here on earth correspond to the worship of heaven? Does the God we worship have the same
identity as the Being recognized as God in heaven?
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Part 3: THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith
the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD. (Jer 23:24)
“Our Father in heaven is constantly engaged in upholding the things which He
has created. Every leaf grows, every flower blooms, every fruit develops, by the
power of God. In Him "we live, and move, and have our being." Each heart-beat,
each breath, is the inspiration of Him who breathed into the nostrils of Adam the
breath of life,--the inspiration of the ever-present God, the great I AM. The great
and infinite God lives not unto Himself, but for the benefit and blessing of every
being and every object of His creation.” {Australian Union Conference Recorder,
June 1, 1900}

How does the Bible express the truth of an ever-present God? Acts
17:28; Matt. 10:29; 1 Kings 8:27
“It is not to be supposed that a law is set in motion for the seed to work itself, that
the leaf appears because it must do so of itself. God has laws that he has instituted, but they are only the servants through which he effects results. It is through
the immediate agency of God that every tiny seed breaks through the earth, and
springs into life. Every leaf grows, every flower blooms, by the power of God.
The physical organism of man is under the supervision of God; but it is not like
a clock, which is set in operation, and must go of itself. The heart beats, pulse
succeeds pulse, breath succeeds breath, but the entire being is under the supervision of God. "Ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building." In God we live and
move and have our being. Each heart-beat, each breath, is the inspiration of him
who breathed into the nostrils of Adam the breath of life,--the inspiration of the
ever-present God, the great I AM.” {RH, November 8, 1898}

What assurance may be ours as we contemplate the truth of the omnipresence of God through His spirit? Heb. 13:5; Matt. 28:20
“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, go to His
father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The Holy Spirit is
Himself divested of the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would
represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipresent.”
{14MR 23.2}
“In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an
atmosphere of grace as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who
choose to breathe this life-giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of
men and women in Christ Jesus.” {Steps to Christ, 68}

KEY
THOUGHT

God’s spirit is accessable to everyone, to lead direct
and to comfort every troubled soul.
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PART 4: CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him. (Mat 3:16
KJV) also (John 14:10 KJV)
“Never before have the angels listened to such a prayer. They are eager to bear
to their loved Commander a message of assurance and comfort. But no; the Father Himself will answer the petition of His Son. Direct from the throne issue the
beams of His glory. The heavens are opened, and upon the Saviour’s head descends a dovelike form of purest light,—fit emblem of Him, the meek and lowly
One.” {DA 112.1

How much of God’s Spirit did Christ receive? John 3:34
“Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son may also glorify Thee:
as thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as
many as Thou hast given Him. And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.” “For He whom God
hath sent speaketh the words of God; for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
Him. {FE 392.1}

By what means did Jesus perform His miracles when on this earth?
Acts 10:38; Luke 4:18
“The angels of God are ever moving up and down from earth to Heaven, and
from Heaven to earth. All the miracles of Christ performed for the afflicted and
suffering were, by the power of God, through the ministration of angels. Christ
condescended to take humanity, and thus he unites his interests with the fallen
sons and daughters of Adam here below, while his divinity grasps the throne of
God. And thus Christ opens the communication of man with God, and God with
man. All the blessings from God to man are through the ministration of holy angels.
{RH, January 21, 1873}

By what means did the Father raise Christ from the dead? 1 Peter 3:18
“Yet those who receive the Spirit of God, though they were dead in trespasses
and sins, will experience the active working of that power which raised Jesus Christ
from the dead. The vital power of the Holy Spirit will raise up those who realize their
helplessness, and who come confessing their sins and believing in Jesus.... The
Spirit of God alone can make and keep men pure. Its work upon the soul is represented as bringing life to the dead, and freeing the soul from the slavery of sin...."
{ST, November 5, 1894 par. 8}

KEY
THOUGHT

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all
principality and power: (Col 2:9-10)
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PART 5: THE BELIEVER AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD
But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak,
for it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh
in you. Mat 10:19,20
““The same God who gave his messages to Moses and Jeremiah will give his
word to his witnesses in this generation. "For it is not ye that speak," Christ declares, "but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you." This word of the Lord
has been verified in all ages, and it will be verified to the close of time in all who
hold the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end. The most powerful testimony will be given in defense of the faith once delivered to the saints. The Holy
Spirit is close beside those who are called to witness for truth and righteousness.
He orders the testimony that is borne before earthly authorities, that the glorious
truth may appear.” {Review and Herald, May 24, 1898}

What happens when we receive the Holy Spirit? John 14:26
“The Holy Spirit has been given us as an aid in the study of the Bible. Jesus
promised, "The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you." John 14:26. When the Bible is made the study
book, with earnest supplication for the Spirit's guidance, and with a full surrender
of the heart to be sanctified through the truth, all that Christ has promised will be
accomplished. The result of such Bible study will be well-balanced minds. The
understanding will be quickened, the sensibilities aroused. The conscience will
become sensitive; the sympathies and sentiments will be purified; a better moral
atmosphere will be created; and new power to resist temptation will be imparted.
Teachers and students will become active and earnest in the work of God.” {Counsels to parents ,teachers, and students T 357.1}

Through what source does the spirit of God come to us?John 20:21,22
“All things Christ received from God, but He took to give. So in the heavenly
courts, in His ministry for all created beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's
life flows out to all; through the Son it returns, in praise and joyous service, a tide of
love, to the great Source of all. And thus through Christ the circuit of beneficence is
complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law of life.” – {DA 21.2}
“Christ Himself is the renewing power, working in and through every soldier by
the agency of the Holy Spirit. The efficiency of the Spirit of God will make effective
the labors of all who are willing to submit to His guidance.” – {YRP 183.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

Through Christ, by the holy spirit, we literally become
partakers of the life of God.
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PART 6: ADOPTED THROUGH THE SPIRIT
(Rom 8:16 KJV) The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God:
"As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have
not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." Verses 14, 15. One of the lessons that
we are to learn in the school of Christ is that the Lord's love for us is far greater than
that of our earthly parents. We are to have unquestioning faith and perfect confidence in Him. "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together." Verses 16,
17. {8T 126.1}

By what means are we made the children of God? Gal. 4:4-61 Pet 1:23;
John 3:3;
Without the Holy Spirit, without the breath of God, there is torpidity of conscience,
loss of spiritual life. Many who are without spiritual life have their names on the
church records, but they are not written in the Lamb's book of life. They may be
joined to the church, but they are not united to the Lord. They may be diligent in the
performance of a certain set of duties, and may be regarded as living men; but
many are among those who "have a name that thou livest, and art dead." Unless
there is genuine conversion of the soul to God; unless the vital breath of God
quickens the soul to spiritual life; unless the professors of truth are actuated by
heaven-born principle, they are not born of the incorruptible seed which liveth and
abideth forever. ...The dead are often made to pass for the living; for those who are
working out what they term salvation after their own ideas, have not God working
in them to will and to do of his good pleasure. {RH, January 17, 1893 par. 9}

What vital ingredient determines our identity as the sons of God? Rom.
8:9
“The influence of the Holy Spirit is the life of Christ in the soul. We do not see
Christ and speak to Him, but His Holy Spirit is just as near us in one place as in
another. It works in and through every one who receives Christ. ....” – (MS 41,
1897). {6BC 1112.1}
“Only those who are thus taught of God, those who possess the inward working
of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is manifested, are to stand as representative men, to minister in behalf of the church”.--The Desire of Ages, p. 805.

KEY
THOUGHT

Unless we are born again by the holy spirt of God, all
our attempts to live as God wants us to live will be in
vain.
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the work of the spirit
The work of the Holy Spirit is immeasurably great. It
is from this Source that power and efficiency come to
the worker for God; and the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, as the personal presence of Christ to the soul.
He who looks to Christ in simple, childlike faith is made
a partaker of the divine nature through the agency of
the Holy Spirit. When led by the Spirit of God, the
Christian may know that he is made complete in Him
who is the head of all things. As Christ was glorified
on the day of Pentecost, so will He again be glorified
in the closing work of the gospel, when He shall prepare a people to stand the final test, in the closing
conflict of the great controversy, when the earth is
lightened with the glory of God, we shall see a work
similar to that which was wrought when the disciples,
filled with the Holy Spirit, proclaimed the power of a
risen Saviour. The light of heaven penetrated the darkened minds of those who had been deceived by the
enemies of Christ, and the false representation of Him
was rejected; for through the efficacy of the Holy Spirit,
they now saw Him exalted to be a Prince and Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and remission of
sins. Christ was glorified through the power of the
Holy Spirit resting upon men. {YRP 177.1,2}
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PART 1: THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. (John 16:13)
One of the main tasks accomplished by the holy spirit is that of guiding believers
into all truth. The thought that God has given us such a gift is a wonderful one and
one which should be a source of assurance to all genuine christians. In this time of
the clamouring of many voices, when many winds of doctrine are blowing about,
God’s proise to his children is still sure: Those who trust in Him will be led into truth
by His holy spirit.

What Old Testament promise is fulfilled by the gift of the spirit? Isa.
54:13; Jer. 31:34; 1 John 2:27
The disciples were men who knew how to speak and pray sincerely, men who
could take hold of the might of the Strength of Israel. . . . They could hold forth the
word of life because they had received the heavenly anointing. They expected
much, and therefore they attempted much. Christ had revealed Himself to them,
and to Him they looked for guidance. Their understanding of truth and their power
to withstand opposition were proportionate to their conformity to God's will. Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, was the theme of every discourse. His name-the only name given under heaven whereby men can be saved--was by them
exalted. As they proclaimed the completeness of Christ, the risen Saviour, their
words moved hearts, and men and women were won to the gospel. Multitudes who
had reviled the Saviour's name and despised His power now confessed themselves disciples of the Crucified. {AA 594.1}

What rule can we apply in discerning truth in this time of widespread
confusion? 1 John 4: 1-3
The need of man requires a Saviour who can feel with us because He passed over
the same ground that we must pass over. (Heb. 2:17,18). He experienced our
temptations and knew our trials. The teaching that Christ was possessed of the
powers of Almighty God such as we can never have is a devilish doctrine which
removes our Saviour far from the realm of humanity. If Jesus was not fully human,
limited as all men are, then how could He understand what we must pass through?
(Heb. 4:15). This is why John states that it is the spirit of antichrist which denies
that Jesus came in the flesh. Antichrist would have us believe that Jesus was not
completely human. This, according to the apostle John is one way by which we
may be able to tell whether a person is a messenger of God or of the devil.

KEY
THOUGHT

In order to understand and to know truth we must be
possessed of the spirit of truth.
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PART 2: THE HOLY SPIRIT
But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; (16) Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (1
Pet 1:15-16)
“We have in our midst those heavenly messengers who listen to every discourse. And not only do the listeners pass under the inspection of these angels
who keep up the communication between heaven and earth, but the minister,
also, who preaches the word of God. And if the worshipers bear in mind that when
assembled for worship they are in the company of beings who dwell in the presence of the holy God, earthly thoughts will be banished from their minds. To
realize that these heavenly beings are in the midst of an assembly where the
word of God is spoken by his messengers, solemnizes the heart.” {RH, July 19,
1887 par. 5}

What event emphasizes the fact that sin cannot dwell in the presence
of God’s holy spirit? Acts 5:3-5
“.... Ananias and Sapphira grieved the Holy Spirit by yielding to feelings of covetousness. They began to regret their promise and soon lost the sweet influence
of the blessing that had warmed their hearts with a desire to do large things in
behalf of the cause of Christ. .... they deliberately decided to sell their property and
pretend to give all the proceeds into the general fund, but really to keep a large
share for themselves. Thus they would secure their living from the common store
and at the same time gain the high esteem of their brethren.
But God hates hypocrisy and falsehood. Ananias and Sapphira practiced fraud
in their dealing with God; they lied to the Holy Spirit, and their sin was visited with
swift and terrible judgment. ...” {AA 72}

What realization should lead us to seek absolute purity and holiness?
1 Cor. 6:17-20
“All men have been bought with this infinite price. By pouring the whole treasury
of heaven into this world, by giving us in Christ all heaven, God has purchased the
will, the affections, the mind, the soul, of every human being. . . . All men are the
Lord's property.
This expression, "bought with a price," means everything to us. In consideration of the price paid for us, shall we not yield our bodies and souls up to Him
who has bought us with His blood? Shall not that which He has redeemed be
kept in as wholesome and pure and holy a condition as possible? . . . Our very
flesh He has saved at an infinite cost, giving His own flesh for the life of the world.”
{HP 198.4}

KEY
THOUGHT

A recognition of the holiness of God will awaken desires of purity of life and heart in all who are truly His
children.
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Tuesday

PART 3: THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY
(Num 11:29) And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake?
would God that all the LORD'S people were prophets, and that the
LORD would put his spirit upon them! (Num 11:29)
At creation before Adam and eve sin, it was God’s pleasure to come down in the
cool of the day to commune with His children. When they disobeyed God and
sinned they immediately sought to hide themselves from God. By sin they were
alienated from him.
“The wrath of God still hung over Adam, but the execution of the sentence of
death was delayed, and the indignation of God was restrained, because Christ had
entered upon the work of becoming man's Redeemer. ... The holy and infinite God,
who dwelleth in light unapproachable, could no longer talk with man. No communication could now exist directly between man and his Maker.. ..” {Confrontation, 20}

How did God continue to communicate with man after sin made face
to face communion impossible? Num 12:6; Heb. 1:1,2
Through the holy spirit the gift of prophecy was imparted to chosen men and through
this medium, God communicated His will to His poeple.
“Through holy angels God revealed to Enoch His purpose to destroy the world
by a flood, and He also opened more fully to him the plan of redemption. By the
spirit of prophecy He carried him down through the generations that should live
after the Flood, and showed him the great events connected with the second coming of Christ and the end of the world.” {PP 85.5}

Which spiritual gift will be prominent among God’s people in the last
days? Joel 2:28,29; Rev. 12:17
“In immediate connection with the scenes of the great day of God, the Lord by
the prophet Joel has promised a special manifestation of His Spirit. Joel 2:28. This
prophecy received a partial fulfillment in the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of
Pentecost; but it will reach its full accomplishment in the manifestation of divine
grace which will attend the closing work of the gospel. . . .
At this time the special endowment of divine grace and power is not less needful
to the church than in apostolic days.
God will today endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed
those who on the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this very hour
His Spirit and His grace are for all who need them and will take Him at His word.“
{FLB 292}

KEY
THOUGHT

God desires fellowship with us. When open communication was broken by sin, He still found a way for us to
be in contact with Him.
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PART 4: THE GLORY OF GOD
(John 17:5) And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self
with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.
“Christ is to live in His human agents, and work through their faculties, and act
through their capabilities. Their will must be submitted to His will, they must act
with His Spirit that it may be no more they that live, but Christ that liveth in them.
Jesus is seeking to impress upon them the thought that in giving His Holy Spirit He
is giving to them the glory which the Father has given Him, that He and His people
may be one in God. Our way and will must be in submission to God's will, knowing
that it is holy, just, and good.” --Signs of the Times, Oct. 3, 1892
“Christ came forth from the tomb glorified, and the Roman guard beheld Him.
Their eyes were riveted upon the face of Him whom they had so recently mocked
and derided. In this glorified Being they beheld the prisoner whom they had seen in
the judgment hall, the one for whom they had plaited a crown of thorns.... The
decree of heaven had loosed the captive. Mountains piled upon mountains over
His sepulcher could not have prevented Him from coming forth.” {DA 780.3}

By what means are we enabled to become one (united) with Christ
and His Father? John 17:22,23; John 14:17,18
“The scion is engrafted into the living vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, it
grows into the vine stock. The life of the vine becomes the life of the branch. So the
soul dead in trespasses and sins receives life through connection with Christ. By
faith in Him as a personal Saviour the union is formed. The sinner unites his weakness to Christ's strength, his emptiness to Christ's fullness, his frailty to Christ's
enduring might. Then he has the mind of Christ. The humanity of Christ has touched
our humanity, and our humanity has touched divinity. Thus through the agency of
the Holy Spirit man becomes a partaker of the divine nature. He is accepted in the
Beloved.” {DA 675.3}

How does Isaiah describe God’s last great work for humanity? Isa.
60:1-3
“Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are to say to the people, "Behold
your God." The last rays of merciful light, the last message of mercy to be given to
the world, is a revelation of His character of love. The children of God are to manifest His glory. In their own life and character they are to reveal what the grace of
God has done for them.
The light of the Sun of Righteousness is to shine forth in good works--in words
of truth and deeds of holiness.” {COL 416.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

Only by partaking of God’s glory (the holy spirit) will it
be possible for us to glorify Him.
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PART 5: THE GRACE OF GOD
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God: (Eph 2:8)
Salvation is the gift of God. We cannot gain it by the performance of good works. it
is of grace. The word “grace” is often defined as meaning, “unmerited favour.” This
is its first meaning and refers to the fact that God regards us with favour and goodwill in spite of the fact that we deserve nothing from His hand. However, as we will
see in a moment, the grace of God does not only refer to His attitude towards us.
“The church is the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and through the
church will eventually be made manifest, even to "the principalities and powers in
heavenly places," the final and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10.”
{AA 9.1}

God’s grace is His “unmerited favour.” Does this refer only to His
attitude of good will, or is there more involved? Eph. 4:7,8; Rom. 6:14
To be under grace means to be the recepients of God’s power, by means of the
holy spirit. When we try to obey God’s law simply because the law says so, we find
that it is an impossible task. Under the government of the law, we cannot do the
things we want to do. (Romans 7:14-23). However, when God sends His holy spirit
to take control of our lives, the life of Christ is reproduced in us and we find that the
things which we found impossible before, are now accomplished through the power
of God.
“Everyone in whose heart Christ abides, everyone who will show forth His love
to the world, is a worker together with God for the blessing of humanity. As he
receives from the Saviour grace to impart to others, from his whole being flows
forth the tide of spiritual life.” {AA 13.2}

What quality must we have before we can become partakers of the
grace of God? (James 4:6)
“As Saul yielded himself fully to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, he saw
the mistakes of his life and recognized the far-reaching claims of the law of God.
He who had been a proud Pharisee, confident that he was justified by his good
works, now bowed before God with the humility and simplicity of a little child, confessing his own unworthiness and pleading the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour. Saul longed to come into full harmony and communion with the Father and
the Son; and in the intensity of his desire for pardon and acceptance he offered up
fervent supplications to the throne of grace.” {AA 119.2}

KEY
THOUGHT

Every sin that is sincerely confessed to God will be undoubtedly forgiven.
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PART 6: THE COMFORTER
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me. (Psa 23:4)
“Those who are loyal to God's law will not always find the way smooth. God has
not promised his people exemption from trials, but he has promised that which is
far better. He has said: "As thy days, so shall thy strength be." "My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness." "The God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all our tribulation." "As the sufferings of Christ abound in
us, so our consolation also aboundeth." All who love and fear God will suffer persecution. But Jesus will be near to sustain everyone who is afflicted for the truth's
sake. When in the prison of Philippi, the scourged and heavily-manacled servants
of Christ had such divine consolation that they sang praises to God, and the walls
resounded with their triumph. To these faithful messengers, that cold dungeon,
reeking with dampness, was made as the gate of heaven. The glory of the Sun of
Righteousness beamed forth into that inner prison, making it radiant with a divine
effulgence.” {ST, March 3, 1890 par. 4}

What was Paul’s testimony in the midst of great trials? 2 Cor. 7:4
“The grace of God sustained Paul in his imprisonment, enabling him to rejoice in
tribulation. With faith and assurance he wrote to his Philippian brethren that his
imprisonment had resulted in the furtherance of the gospel. "I would ye should
understand, brethren," he declared, "that the things which happened unto me have
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; so that my bonds with Christ
are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; and many of the brethren in
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word
without fear." {AA 480.2}

Who is the source of comfort to God’s people? John 14:26; 2 Thess.
2:16,17
“With the consecrated worker for God, in whatever place he may be, the Holy
Spirit abides. The words spoken to the disciples are spoken also to us. The Comforter is ours as well as theirs. The Spirit furnishes the strength that sustains striving, wrestling souls in every emergency, amidst the hatred of the world, and the
realization of their own failures and mistakes. In sorrow and affliction, when the
outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone,-these are the times when, in answer to the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings
comfort to the heart.” {AA 51.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

Though we are subject to the infirmities and trials of
flesh, we may always find comfort in the consciousness
of an ever present God.
70

LESSON 11

Sabbath
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"The multitude of them that believed were of one heart
and of one soul. . . . With great power gave the
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus;
and great grace was upon them all." Acts 4:32, 33.
"And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved." Acts 2:47. The Spirit of Christ animated the whole congregation; for they had found
the pearl of great price, these scenes are to be repeated, and with greater power. The outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was the former
rain, but the latter rain will be more abundant. The
Spirit awaits our demand and reception. Christ is again
to be revealed in His fulness by the Holy Spirit's power.
Men will discern the value of the precious pearl, and
with the apostle Paul they will say, "What things were
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." Phil. 3:7,
8. {Christ’s Object Lessons 120,121}
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PART 1: UNITY UNDER THE FORMER RAIN
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it
sat upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:3,4)
“Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not
obtained all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the
lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall
be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a
terrible mistake. . . . At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that which enables us to make the first start. The blessings received under
the former rain are needful to us to the end. . . . As we seek God for the Holy Spirit,
it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon
God for the perfecting latter rain.”--TM 507, 509

What is the former rain? Hos. 6:3
“In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that
the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers, the tender
shoot springs up.” {TM 506.1}
“The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the "former rain,"
and glorious was the result. But the latter rain will be more abundant. What is the
promise to those living in these days?--"Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of
hope; even today do I declare that I will render double unto thee." "Ask ye of the
Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give
them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. – Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 21.
{ChS 251.1}

At what point of the Jewish calendar did Pentecost occur? (Exo 23:16)
“Fifty days from the offering of first fruits, came the Pentecost, called also the
feast of harvest and the feast of weeks. As an expression of gratitude for the grain
prepared as food, two loaves baked with leaven were presented before God. The
Pentecost occupied but one day, which was devoted to religious service.” {PP
540.1}
“Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at
seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace
in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring of the Spirit in the
days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former, rain, and glorious
was the result....” {AA 55.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

One vital work of the former rain without which we cannot progress, is bringing harmony among brethren.
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PART 2: JOEL’S PROPHECY PARTIALLY FULFILED
(Joel 2:28-29) And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out
my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
“If this prophecy of Joel met a partial fulfillment in the days of the apostles, we
are living in a time when it is to be even more evidently manifest to the people of
God. He will so bestow His Spirit upon His people that they will become a light
amid the moral darkness; and great light will be reflected in all parts of the world. O
that our faith might be increased, that the Lord might work mightily with His people”
(MS 49, 1908). {4BC 1175.2}

What was the reaction of the ordinary people to the bestowal of the
former rain upon the disciples? Acts 2:13
“And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together,
and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed, and marveled, saying one to another, Behold,
are not all these which speak Galileans? And how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born? . . . And they were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking said, These men are
full of new wine.” {RH, April 1, 1909 par. 4}

What unusual condition was manifested among Christian believers
under the former rain at Pentecost? Acts 2:1,44,45
“Under the training of Christ the disciples had been led to feel their need of the
Spirit. Under the Spirit's teaching they received the final qualification, and went
forth to their lifework. No longer were they ignorant and uncultured. No longer were
they a collection of independent units or discordant, conflicting elements. No longer
were their hopes set on worldly greatness. They were of "one accord," "of one
heart and of one soul." Acts. 2:46; 4:32. Christ filled their thoughts; the advancement of His kingdom was their aim. In mind and character they had become like
their Master, and men "took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus."
Acts 4:13. {AA 45.2}
“As the apostles set forth the glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father, three
thousand souls were convicted. They were made to see themselves as they were,
sinful and polluted, and Christ as their friend and Redeemer. Christ was lifted up,
Christ was glorified, through the power of the Holy Spirit resting upon men. {COL
118.3}

KEY
THOUGHT

The former rain had come at a time when the believers
was one with man and God.
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PART 3: HINDRANCES IN THE WAY OF THE RAIN
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear. (Isa 59:1-2)
“The Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our own course of continual backsliding has separated us from God. Pride, covetousness, and love of the world
have lived in the heart without fear of banishment or condemnation. Grievous and
presumptuous sins have dwelt among us. And yet the general opinion is that the
church is flourishing, and that peace and spiritual prosperity are in all her borders.
. . .--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 217.

What preparation did the disciples make in readiness for the outpouring of the former rain? Luke 24:53
“In obedience to Christ's command, they waited in Jerusalem for the promise of
the Father--the outpouring of the Spirit. They did not wait in idleness. The record
says that they were "continually in the temple, praising and blessing God". . . .The
disciples prayed with intense earnestness for a fitness to meet men and in their
daily intercourse to speak words that would lead sinners to Christ. Putting away all
differences, all desire for the supremacy, they came close together in Christian
fellowship. They drew nearer and nearer to God. . . . They did not ask for a blessing
for themselves merely. They were weighted with the burden of the salvation of
souls. ...” {AG 192.5}

What conditions must we fulfill if we expect God to pour out the holy
spirit upon us as He did on the disciples at Pentecost? Isa. 58:6-11
“Let all who claim to keep the commandments of God, look well to this matter,
and see if there are not reasons why they do not have more of the out-pouring of
the Holy Spirit. How many have lifted up their souls unto vanity! They think themselves exalted in the favor of God, but they neglect the needy, they turn a deaf ear
to the calls of the oppressed, and speak sharp, cutting words to those who need
altogether different treatment. Thus they offend God daily by their hardness of
heart. These afflicted ones have claims upon the sympathies and the interest of
their fellow men. They have a right to expect help, comfort, and Christlike love. But
this is not what they receive. Every neglect of God's suffering ones is written in the
books of heaven as if shown to Christ himself. Let every member of the church
closely examine his heart and investigate his course of action to see if these are in
harmony with the spirit and work of Jesus; for if not, what can he say when he
stands before the Judge of all the earth?. . . ." - {Review and Herald, April 24, 1913}

KEY
THOUGHT

And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search
for me with all your heart. (Jer 29:13)
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PART 4: PREPARATION FOR WORLD WITNESS
Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and
were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his
own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one
to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? And
how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?
(Acts 2:6-8)
“Every known tongue was represented by those assembled. This diversity of
languages would have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel;
God therefore in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles. The
Holy Spirit did for them that which, they could not have accomplished for themselves in a lifetime. They could now proclaim the truths of the gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the languages of those for whom they were laboring” The Acts
of the Apostle pg.39,30

How did the reaction of the crowd compare with the reaction of many
people today when God is at work? Acts 2:6,8
“Many who now claim to believe the truth would know so very little of the operation of the Holy Spirit that they would cry, "Beware of fanaticism." They would say
of those who were filled with the Spirit, "These men are full of new wine." {2SM
57.1}

How did the former rain affect the church spiritually? Acts 2:46
"With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all." Acts 4:33. Under their labors were
added to the church chosen men, who, receiving the word of truth, consecrated
their lives to the work of giving to others the hope that filled their hearts with peace
and joy. They could not be restrained or intimidated by threatenings. The Lord
spoke through them, and as they went from place to place, the poor had the gospel
preached to them, and miracles of divine grace were wrought. So mightily can God
work when men give themselves up to the control of His Spirit.” {AA 48–49}
“Those who at Pentecost were endued with power from on high, were not thereby
freed from further temptation and trial. As they witnessed for truth and righteousness they were repeatedly assailed by the enemy of all truth, who sought to rob
them of their Christian experience. They were compelled to strive with all their
God-given powers to reach the measure of the stature of men and women in Christ
Jesus.” {AA 49}

KEY
THOUGHT

It is impossible for the work of God to make any significant progress unless His people are empowered by His
spirit. To seek this should be our first work.
75

The former Rain

LESSON 11

Thursday

Part 5: A WORK FOR THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE CHURCH
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
(Eph 4:11-12)
“Let no one suppose that conversion is the beginning and end of the Christian
life. There is a science of Christianity that must be mastered. There is to be growth
in grace, that is constant progress and improvement. The mind is to be disciplined,
trained, educated; for the child of God is to do service for God in ways that are not
natural, or in harmony with inborn inclination. Those who become the followers of
Christ find that new motives of action are supplied, new thoughts arise, and new
actions must result. . . . “ {CE 122.1}

How do Solomon and Peter describe the process by which a believer
progresses into a deeper experience with God? 2 Pet 3:18; Prov. 4:18
“. . . Christ invites us, saying, "Follow Me." But we are never forced to walk in His
footsteps. If we do walk in His footsteps, it is the result of deliberate choice. As we
see the life and character of Christ, strong desire is awakened to be like Him in
character; and we follow on to know the Lord, and to know His goings forth are
prepared as the morning. We then begin to realize that "the path of the just is as
the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day."--R. & H., March
31, 1896.
We should take the Bible, and investigate it closely for ourselves. We should dig
in the mine of God's word for truth. . . . Some have asked me if I thought there was
any more light for the people of God. Our minds have become so narrow that we
do not seem to understand that the Lord has a mighty work to do for us. Increasing
light is to shine upon us . . . ."--Review and Herald, June 18, 1889.

What experience will come in the last days to those who have received
the former rain and walked faithfully in the light? Rev 7:2-3
“Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the
forehead of an impure man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of
the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or deceitful hearts. All who receive the
seal must be without spot before God--candidates for heaven. . . . Search the
Scriptures for yourselves, that you may understand the fearful solemnity of the
present hour.” {5T 216.2}

KEY
THOUGHT

When men yeild themselves to God, things which appear imposible suddenly comes to reality.
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PART 6: APOSTASY QUENCHES THE HOLY SPIRIT
For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
(Acts 20:29-30)
“. . . .as persecution ceased, and Christianity entered the courts and palaces of
kings, she laid aside the humble simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp
and pride of pagan priests and rulers; and in place of the requirements of God, she
substituted human theories and traditions. The nominal conversion of Constantine,
in the early part of the fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and the world, cloaked
with a form of righteousness, walked into the church.” {GC 49.2}

What was the greatest loss for the church? 2 thess. 2:7
“. . . .I saw that if the church had always retained her peculiar, holy character,
the power of the Holy Spirit which was imparted to the disciples would still be with
her. The sick would be healed, devils would be rebuked and cast out, and she
would be mighty and a terror to her enemies.” {EW 227.1}
“But the early Christians began to look for defects in one another. Dwelling upon
mistakes, giving place to unkind criticism, they lost sight of the Saviour and of the
great love He had revealed for sinners. They became more strict in regard to outward ceremonies, more particular about the theory of the faith, more severe in their
criticisms. In their zeal to condemn others they forgot their own errors. They forgot
the lesson of brotherly love that Christ had taught. And, saddest of all, they were
unconscious of their loss. They did not realize that happiness and joy were going
out of their lives, and that soon they would walk in darkness, having shut the love
of God out of their hearts. {8T 241.3

What is the real reason why men eventually come to believe a lie, with
the conviction that they are really embracing truth? (2 Th 2:10-11)
What was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the church first depart from
the simplicity of the gospel?--By conforming to the practices of paganism, to facilitate the acceptance of Christianity by the heathen. . . . To secure converts, the
exalted standard of the Christian faith was lowered, and as the result "a pagan
flood, flowing into the church, carried with it its customs, practices, and idols." As
the Christian religion secured the favor and support of secular rulers, it was nominally accepted by multitudes; but while in appearance Christians, many "remained
in substance pagans, especially worshiping in secret their idols." – {GC88 384.5}

KEY
THOUGHT

Without the Holy Spirit, without the breath of God, there
is torpidity of conscience, loss of spiritual life {4BC
1166.1}
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the latter rain
Every individual must realize his own necessity. The
heart must be emptied of every defilement and
cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the
confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer
and consecration of themselves to God, that the early
disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in
greater degree, must be done now. Then the human
agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for
the Lord to perfect the work concerning him. It is God
who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. But there must be
no neglect of the grace represented by the former
rain. Only those who are living up to the light they
have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily
advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations
of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on
hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it. {TM 507.1}
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PART 1: UNDERSTANDING OUR NEED
Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD
shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one
grass in the field. (Zec 10:1 KJV
Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger
and thirst for the gift of the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach
concerning it? The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve
Him than parents are to give good gifts to their children. For the daily baptism of the
Spirit every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of Christian workers should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they may know
how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will baptize
His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. The
presence of the Spirit with God's workers will give the proclamation of truth a power
that not all the honor or glory of the world could give. {AA 50.2}

What tragic truth must we acknowledge as we see our need of spiritual power? (Luke 11:13)
If all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. Wherever the need of the
Holy Spirit is a matter little thought of, there is seen spiritual drought, spiritual
darkness, spiritual declension and death. Whenever minor matters occupy the attention, the divine power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the
church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though
offered in infinite plenitude. {AA 50.1}
What can I say to my brethren in the name of the Lord? What proportion of our
efforts has been made in accordance with the light the Lord has been pleased to
give? We cannot depend upon form or external machinery. What we need is the
quickening influence of the Holy Spirit of God. "Not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Pray without ceasing, and watch by working in
accordance with your prayers. As you pray, believe, trust in God. It is the time of
the latter rain, when the Lord will give largely of His Spirit. Be fervent in prayer, and
watch in the Spirit. {TM 512.1}

What danger must we be careful to avoid as we seek to expose the
devil’s attempts to counterfeit the latter rain? (1 Th 5:20-21)
“Only those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light.
Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues,
we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may
be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.” --TM 507
(1897).

KEY
THOUGHT

The church will not receive the latter rain if it is not united
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PART 2: PURPOSE OF THE LATTER RAIN
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness
the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be
seen upon thee. (Isa 60:2)
I was shown that a terrible condition of things exists in our world. The angel of
mercy is folding her wings, ready to depart. . . . The law of God is made void. We
see and hear of confusion and perplexity, want and famine, earthquakes and floods;
terrible outrages will be committed by men; passion, not reason, bears sway. The
wrath of God is upon the inhabitants of the world, who are fast becoming as corrupt
as were the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. Already fire and flood are destroying thousands of lives and the property that has been selfishly accumulated
by the oppression of the poor. The Lord is soon to cut short His work and put an
end to sin. Oh, that the scenes which have come before me of the iniquities practiced in these last days, might make a deep impression on the minds of God's
professing people. {Mar 137.1}

How terrible will be the deceptions of the last days? (Mat 24:24)
As we near the close of time, there will be greater and still greater external
parade of heathen power; heathen deities will manifest their signal power, and will
exhibit themselves before the cities of the world; and this delineation has already
begun to be fulfilled. By a variety of images the Lord Jesus represented to John the
wicked character and seductive influence of those who have been distinguished
for their persecution of God's people.
In the very time in which we live, the Lord has called His people and has given
them a message to bear. He has called them to expose the wickedness of the man
of sin who has made the Sunday law a distinctive power, who has thought to change
times and laws, and to oppress the people of God who stand firmly to honor Him by
keeping the only true Sabbath, the Sabbath creation, as holy unto the Lord. -Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 117, 118. {Ev 705.2}

What will be the safety of the people of God in this time of universal
apostasy? (Isa 59:19)
“Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth, there will be,
among the people of the Lord, such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been
witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out
upon His children. At that time many will separate themselves from those churches
in which the love of this world has supplanted love for God and His Word. Many,
both of ministers and people, will gladly accept those great truths which God has
caused to be proclaimed at this time, to prepare a people for the Lord's second
coming. {FLB 326.2}

KEY
THOUGHT

Every beleiver at conversion had received the earlyrain
that the latter may bring forth fruit
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PART 3: POWER FOR THE END-TIME
And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. (Rev
18:1)
“A work of worldwide extent and unwonted power is here foretold.
Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he descended, the
earth was lightened with his glory. The light which attended this angel penetrated
everywhere, as he cried mightily, with a strong voice, "Babylon the great is fallen,
is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird." Rev. 18:2. The message of the fall
of Babylon, as given by the second angel, is repeated, with the additional mention
of the corruptions which have been entering the churches since 1844. The work of
this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel's
message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to
stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light
resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message.” - {FLB 335.4}

What condition will call for divine intervention in the last days? Isa.
60:2; Matt. 24:37-39
“ .... The days of Noah and Lot pictured the condition of the world just before the
coming of the Son of man. The Scriptures pointing forward to this time declare that
Satan will work with all power and "with all deceivableness of unrighteousness." 2
Thess. 2:9, 10. His working is plainly revealed by the rapidly increasing darkness,
the multitudinous errors, heresies, and delusions of these last days. Not only is
Satan leading the world captive, but his deceptions are leavening the professed
churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. The great apostasy will develop into darkness
deep as midnight, impenetrable as sackcloth of hair. To God's people it will be a
night of trial, a night of weeping, a night of persecution for the truth's sake. But out
of that night of darkness God's light will shine.” {COL 414}

What critical lack among us needs to be remedied as we seek for the
latter rain? (2 Tim 4:2)
The great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with
His glory, will not come until we have an enlightened people, that know by experience what it means to be laborers together with God. When we have entire, wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an
outpouring of His Spirit without measure....” --Review and Herald, July 21, 1896.

KEY
THOUGHT

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid. Mat 5:14
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Part 4: THE BLOTTING OUT OF SIN
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord; (Acts 3:19)
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the
power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the
outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in
the latter rain at its close. Here are "the times of refreshing" to which the apostle
Peter looked forward when he said: "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus." Acts 3:19, 20. {GC 611}.

How will the latter rain affect the the character development of each
individual? Rev 3:10
When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty
inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They
have received "the latter rain," "the refreshing from the presence of the Lord," and
they are prepared for the trying hour before them – {GC 613.
As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last conflict,
"the time of Jacob's trouble," they will grow up into Christ, and will partake largely
of His Spirit. As the third message swells to a loud cry, and as great power and
glory attend the closing work, the faithful people of God will partake of that glory. It
is the latter rain which revives and strengthens them to pass through the time of
trouble. Their faces will shine with the glory of that light which attends the third
angel (RH May 27, 1862)

What miraculous event will mark the final perfecting touch on the last
generation of God’s people? Heb. 8:10-12
“Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud,
God would not have heard his prayer and mercifully preserved his life. So, in the
time of trouble, if the people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before them
while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would
cut off their faith, and they could not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone beforehand to Judgment, and have
been blotted out; and they cannot bring them to remembrance.” {GC88 620.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

Only those who are seeking to put away all sin NOW will
have their sins blotted out at the time of the latter rain.
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PART 5: THE SEALING
And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of
the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of
our God in their foreheads. (Rev 7:2-3)
My dear brethren and sisters, let the commandments of God and the testimony
of Jesus Christ be in your minds continually and let them crowd out worldly thoughts
and cares. When you lie down and when you rise up, let them be your meditation.
Live and act wholly in reference to the coming of the Son of man. The sealing time
is very short, and will soon be over. Now is the time, while the four angels are
holding the four winds, to make our calling and election sure.– {Early Writings
58.2}

What is the seal of God? Exek. 20:12; Heb. 8:10
The seal of God's law is found in the fourth commandment. This only, of all ten,
brings to view both the name and the title of the Lawgiver. It declares him to be the
Creator of the heavens and the earth, and thus shows his claim to reverence and
worship above all others. Aside from this precept, there is nothing in the decalogue
to show by whose authority the law is given. When the Sabbath was changed by
the papal power, the seal was taken from the law. The disciples of Jesus are called
upon to restore it, by exalting the Sabbath of the fourth commandment to its rightful
position as the Creator's memorial and the sign of his authority. {GC88 451.3}
Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any
seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and
spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and
prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments
of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is
coming (MS 173, 1902). {4BC 1161.6}

What will be the state of mind of those who will be sealed? Ezek 9:4
The day of God's vengeance is just upon us. The seal of God will be placed
upon the foreheads of those only who sigh and cry for the abominations done in
the land. Those who link in sympathy with the world are eating and drinking with
the drunken, and will surely be destroyed with the workers of iniquity. "The eyes of
the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry;" but "the
face of the Lord is against them that do evil." Psalm 34:15, 16. {CET 187.2}

KEY
THOUGHT

The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead
of an impure man or woman
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Part 6: CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RAIN
And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days
will I pour out my spirit. (Joel 2:29)
“The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect. There
will be gods many and lords many. Every wind of doctrine will be blowing. Those
who have rendered supreme homage to "science falsely so called" will not be the
leaders then. Those who have trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will not then
stand at the head of rank and file. They did not keep pace with the light. Those who
have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the
last solemn work few great men will be engaged. They are self-sufficient, independent of God, and He cannot use them.” {5T 79.4}

What characteristic of the work of God in the time of the apostles will
be repeated at the end of time? 1 Cor 1:26,27
“In the future, men in the common walks of life will be impressed by the Spirit of
the Lord to leave their ordinary employment and go forth to proclaim the last message of mercy. .... No one is authorized to hinder these workers. They are to be
bidden Godspeed as they go forth to fulfill the great commission. No taunting word
is to be spoken of them as in the rough places of the earth they sow the gospel
seed. {7T 27.1}
“Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. As the time comes for
it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble instruments,
leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to his service. The laborers
will be qualified rather by the unction of his Spirit than by the training of literary
institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal,
declaring the words which God gives them. {GC88 606.1}

What aspect of this work will particularly arouse the anger of the religious authorities? Mat 21:23
“Under the showers of the latter rain the inventions of man, the human machinery, will at times be swept away, the boundary of man's authority will be as broken
reeds, and the Holy Spirit will speak through the living, human agent, with convincing power. No one then will watch to see if the sentences are well rounded off, if the
grammar is faultless. The living water will flow in God's own channels.” {2SM 58.4}
“Children will be impelled by the Holy Spirit to go forth to declare the message of
heaven. The Spirit will be poured out upon those who yield to His promptings.
Casting off man's binding rules and cautious movements, they will join the army of
the Lord.” {7T 26.4}

KEY
THOUGHT

Only those who are prepared to make God first in all
things, now and always will be fit to receive the latter
rain.
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Seeming difficulties
This lesson will be a bit different in that we will be
seeking to answer some of the main objections to
the truth that the holy spirit is an extension of the
personality of God, rather than a separate individual
divine Being.
Several statements appear in the writings of Ellen
White and a few in the Bible which are construed to
mean that the holy spirit is a third being in a threepart God. With a little unbiased thought, these statements can be harmonized with the biblical truth that
there is only one God, the Father, and only one other
divine Being, the Son of the Father.
As more and more evidence comes in it seems clear
that there has been some tampering with the writings
of Ellen White. Some of these instances can be established beyond a shadow of doubt. There are cases
where the meaning of What Ellen White has written
has been dramatically altered often simply by the insertion of a word. With this kind of tampering, it is
sometimes a little difficult to establish exactly what
she wrote on every occasion. However, the truth is
so clearly established in the Bible that the honest
seeker for truth need not be confused.
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PART 1: CHANGES IN THE BIBLE
For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there are three that
bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and
these three agree in one. (1 John 5:7-8)
In commenting on the above verse the SDA Bible Commentary has this to say:
“Textual evidence attests the omission of the passage “in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there are three that
bear witness in earth.” The resultant reading of vs. 7, 8 is as follows: “For there are
three that bear record, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three
agree in one.” The passage as given in the KJV is in no Greek MS earlier than the
15th and the 16th centuries. The disputed words found their way into the KJV by
way of the Greek text of Erasmus (see Vol. V, p. 141). It is said that Erasmus
offered to include the disputed words in his Greek Testament if he were shown
even one Greek MS that contained them. A library in Dublin produced such a MS
(known as 34), and Erasmus included the passage in his text. It is now believed
that the later editions of the Vulgate acquired the passage by the mistake of a
scribe who included an exegetical marginal comment in the Bible text that he was
copying. The disputed words have been widely used in support of the doctrine of
the Trinity, but, in view of such overwhelming evidence against their authenticity,
their support is valueless and should not be used....” - SDA Bible Commentary,
Comments on 1 John 5:7.

Is it possible that men could have tampered with the words of the
Bible? Rev. 22:18,19
“I saw that God had especially guarded the Bible; yet when copies of it were
few, learned men had in some instances changed the words, thinking that they
were making it more plain, when in reality they were mystifying that which was
plain, by causing it to lean to their established views, which were governed by
tradition. But I saw that the Word of God, as a whole, is a perfect chain, one portion
linking into and explaining another. True seekers for truth need not err; for not only
is the Word of God plain and simple in declaring the way of life, but the Holy Spirit
is given as a guide in understanding the way to life therein revealed. {EW 220.2}

In what way are the Father and the Son one? John 17:11
“The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either. They are one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in person.
It is thus that God and Christ are one.” {MH 422.1}

KEY
THOUGHT

The unity between Father and Son assures us that in
Jesus we have a complete revelation of the Father.
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PART 2: CHANGES IN THE TESTIMONIES
But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in
craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience
in the sight of God. (2 Cor 4:2)
Have the writings of Ellen White been tampered with in such a way as to distort
their meaning in some instance? Examine the following example where a single
word was added and then decide for yourself.

Written in 1896
“The teachers are to educate the youth to realize that if they receive
Christ and believe in Him, they will be brought into close relationship with
God. He gives them power to become the sons of God, to associate with
the highest dignitaries in the kingdom of heaven, to unite with Gabriel,
with cherubim and seraphim, with angels and the archangel. “ -- The
Essential Education “Sunnyside”, Cooranbong, N. S. W., Dec. 20, 1896.
(Note: In this rendering, the leading angels are among the highest
dignitaries which in other statements are referred to as the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost.) SpM 52.01

The revised statement, published in 1990
“The teachers are to educate the youth to realize that if they receive
Christ and believe on Him, they will be brought into close relationship
with God. He gives them power to become the sons of God, to associate
with the highest dignitaries in the kingdom of heaven, AND to unite with
Gabriel, with cherubim and seraphim, with angels and the archangel.” -(MS 41a 1896 - MR 900.24) 1SAT 285.1 (*The “and” has been added.
– Reading it this way, the archangel - Michael, would not be among
the highest dignitaries.)
We need to realize first, that everything published by the Ellen White Estate has
been edited previous to it’s being published. This fact is openly acknowledged
and does not in and of itself constitute something bad. This editing, compiling, etc.,
was something that Ellen White fully endorsed, and even asked for and arranged
for. This practice of: compiling, editing, changing or adding words to properly transition between one thought and the next etc. has been continued after Sister White
died. The living prophet was now no longer alive to do the final check before something was printed. Now one has to be especially careful not to jump at some new
thing not previously clearly presented in her works published during her lifetime.

KEY
THOUGHT

When coming to a conclusion concerning any biblical
doctrine we must go with the weight of the evidence.
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PART 3: ALL THREE TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE?
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a
voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. (Mat 3:16-17)
“Never before had angels listened to such a prayer as Christ offered at his baptism, and they were solicitous to be the bearers of the message from the Father to
his Son. But, no; direct from the Father issues the light of his glory. The heavens
were opened, and beams of glory rested upon the Son of God, and assumed the
form of a dove, in appearance like burnished gold. The dove-like form was emblematical of the meekness and gentleness of Christ. While the people stood spellbound with amazement, their eyes fastened upon Christ, from the opening heavens came these words: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." The
words of confirmation that Christ is the Son of God was given to inspire faith in
those who witnessed the scene, and to sustain the Son of God in his arduous
work. Notwithstanding the Son of God was clothed with humanity, yet Jehovah,
with his own voice, assures him of his sonship with the Eternal. In this manifestation to his Son, God accepts humanity as exalted through the excellence of his
beloved Son. {2SP 60.2}

How does Paul reinforce the idea that the holy spirit is the medium by
which the one God, the Father communicates with His children? (2
Cor 13:14)
Though this passage has been used to support the idea of a three - one God, yet
as we examine the verse we see that there is mention of only one God. Though the
grace of Jesus and the communion of the holy ghost are mentioned, neither of
these is referred to as God. It is only the Father wih is called God.

How did the apostles understand the commission of Jesus to baptize
in the name of the Father, Son and holy spirit? Acts 2:38; Acts 8:12;
Acts 8:16; Acts 10:48; Acts 19:5; Acts 22:16;
Without exception the apostles baptized in the name of Jesus. Were they disobedient to the command of Christ, or did they understand something which many
people today fail to understand? The word “name” in the Bible signifies authority.
The love of our Father, the grace of our Lord, and the power of the holy spirit are all
essential to man’s salvation. This truth must be recognized by all who would become Christian’s. It was not a title that Jesus was emphasizing, but rather, the fact
that we must acknowledge the elements which are involved in our salvation.

KEY
THOUGHT

The unity between Father and Son assures us that in
Jesus we have a complete revelation of the Father.
88

Seeming difficulties

LESSON 13

Wednesday

PART 4: INTERCESSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. (Rom 8:26)
“We have only one channel of approach to God. Our prayers can come to him
through one name only,--that of the Lord Jesus our advocate. His Spirit must inspire our petitions. No strange fire was to be used in the censers that were waved
before God in the sanctuary. So the Lord himself must kindle in our hearts the
burning desire, if our prayers are acceptable to him. The Holy Spirit within must
make intercessions for us, with groanings that cannot be uttered. {RH, February 9,
1897 par. 10}

How does the intercessory work of the holy spirit emphasize the fact
that it is not a person separate from Christ and His Father? 1 Tim. 2:5
“We must not only pray in Christ's name, but by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
This explains what is meant when it is said that the Spirit "maketh intercession for
us, with groanings which cannot be uttered." Rom. 8:26. Such prayer God delights
to answer. When with earnestness and intensity we breathe a prayer in the name
of Christ, there is in that very intensity a pledge from God that He is about to
answer our prayer "exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." Eph.
3:20. {COL 147.3}
Christ, our Mediator, and the Holy Spirit are constantly interceding in man's
behalf, but the Spirit pleads not for us as does Christ, who presents His blood,
shed from the foundation of the world; the Spirit works upon our hearts, drawing
out prayers and penitence, praise and thanksgiving. The gratitude which flows
from our lips is the result of the Spirit's striking the cords of the soul in holy memories, awakening the music of the heart.” {1SM 344.1}

What important reason did Christ give which made it necessary for
Him to go away? (John 16:7)
Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, go to His
father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The Holy Spirit is
Himself divested of the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would
represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipresent.
"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My
name, He shall (although unseen by you), [THIS PHRASE WAS ADDED BY ELLEN
WHITE.] teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you" [John 14:26].-- {14MR 23.3}

KEY
THOUGHT

The one who is our intercessor is able to fully understand us, for he has partaken of our flesh.
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PART 5: ELOHIM
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. (Gen 1:26)
“The Lord has shown me that Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next
to Jesus Christ. His countenance was mild, expressive of happiness like the other
angels. His forehead was high and broad, and showed great intelligence. His form
was perfect. He had a noble, majestic bearing. And I saw that when God said to his
Son, Let us make man in our image, Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to be
consulted concerning the formation of man. He was filled with envy, jealousy and
hatred. He wished to be the highest in heaven, next to God, and receive the highest honors. Until this time all heaven was in order, harmony and perfect subjection
to the government of God.”-- {1SG 17}

The claim is often made that the Hebrew word “elohim” suggests that
God is a Trinity, because it is a plural word. How does the Bible prove
this theory to be wrong? Mark 12: 29-34
“It is exegesis of a mischievous if pious sort that would find the doctrine of the
Trinity in the plural form elohim [God]” (“God,” Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics)
“The fanciful idea that Elohim referred to the Trinity of persons in the Godhead
hardly finds now a supporter among scholars. It is either what the grammarians
call the plural of majesty, or it denotes the fullness of divine strength, the sum of
the powers displayed by God” (William Smith, A Dictionary of the Bible, ed. Peloubet,
MacDonald Pub. Co., 1948, p. 220).
“Elohim must rather be explained as an intensive plural, denoting greatness
and majesty” (The American Journal of Semitic Language and Literature, 1905,
Vol. XXI, p. 208).
“Early dogmaticians were of the opinion that so essential a doctrine as that of
the Trinity could not have been unknown to the men of the Old Testament…No
modern theologian...can longer maintain such a view. Only an inaccurate exegesis which overlooks the more immediate grounds of interpretation can see references to the Trinity in the plural form of the divine name Elohim, the use of the
plural in Genesis 1:26 or such liturgical phrases as three members of the Aaronic
blessing of Numbers 6:24-26 and the Trisagion of Isaiah 6:3” (The New SchaffHerzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, Vol. 12, p. 18).

KEY
THOUGHT

Understanding the truth that there is only one God enables is to have an understanding of the plan of salvation
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PART 6: THE WORSHIP OF THE DRAGON
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt
my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights
of the clouds; I will be like the most High. (Isa 14:13-14)
“Satan in Heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in
honor to God's dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild
and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special light
beamed in his countenance, and shone around him brighter and more beautiful
than around the other angels; yet Jesus, God's dear Son, had the pre-eminence
over all the angelic host. He was one with the Father before the angels were created. Satan was envious of Christ, and gradually assumed command which devolved on Christ alone.” {1SP 17.1}

What has been Satan’s chief desire from the beginning of the great
controversy? Mat 4:8,9
“....Satan thought that he was himself a favorite in Heaven among the angels.
He had been highly exalted; but this did not call forth from him gratitude and praise
to his Creator. He aspired to the height of God himself. He gloried in his loftiness.
He knew that he was honored by the angels. He had a special mission to execute.
He had been near the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glorious light
enshrouding the eternal God, had shone especially upon him. Satan thought how
angels had obeyed his command with pleasurable alacrity. Were not his garments
light and beautiful? Why should Christ thus be honored before himself? {1SP
18.1}

How will Satan achieve his ambition in the end of time? Rev 13:4
“ .... Those who rose up with Jesus would send up their faith to Him in the
holiest, and pray, "My Father, give us Thy Spirit." Then Jesus would breathe upon
them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, power, and much love, joy, and
peace.
I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; they did
not know that Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne, trying to carry
on the work of God. I saw them look up to the throne, and pray, "Father, give us
Thy Spirit." Satan would then breathe upon them an unholy influence; in it there
was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace. Satan's object was
to keep them deceived and to draw back and deceive God's children.” --EW 55

KEY
THOUGHT

Those whose worship is false may call upon the name
of God, but it is Satan who will answer their prayers.
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